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Dr. Amy Schneider of East Andover 
is opening a new family medical offi ce 
at 8 Lawrence Street in Andover. Dr. 
Schneider has been a Family Practitio-
ner in New Hampshire since 1982. She 
is excited about having a community 
practice and will be offering patient-
centered care. The offi ce will be open 

weekdays and 
will offer same 
day appoint-
ments. Patient 
sat isfact ion 
and focusing 
on preventa-
tive health care 
are her main 
objectives.

A practitioner at Tilton Family 
Health Care since 1982 in Tilton, New 
Hampshire, Dr. Schneider graduated 
from Harvard University with a B.A. 
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By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

The Fortin and Redmond logging 
on the Newman easement that Betsy 
Woodman wrote about in the October 
Beacon is done now. As Betsy made 
clear, it was a complex, sometimes con-
tentious operation.

Now that the woods are quiet once 
again, I wanted to tally up some sort of 
bottom line on the project – who got 
what, and at what cost? To that end, 
I accompanied a group of interested 
parties on a walk through the site on 
November 16.

George Frame, the forester retained 
by the Town to see that the terms of the 

easement were upheld, was our guide. 
Several members of the Conserva-
tion Commission – Tina Cotton, Jerry 
Hersey, Peter Southworth, Bob Ward, 
and Peter Zak – joined us, as did Eric 
Johnson of Tucker Mountain Timber 
Services and Bill and Betty Bardsley, 
neighbors to the Newman easement. 
Tina videotaped the best parts of the 
outing for cable Channel 8.

We walked and talked at length and 
on many topics, but four major themes 
dominated the most interesting discus-
sions: the economics of the project; 
the changes to the land; the changes to 
the forest; and the way all the parties 
worked together on the project.

Economics
Fortin & Redmond clearly didn’t 

make the money they’d hoped to. Un-
der the terms of the easement they 
weren’t allowed to do the diameter-lim-
it cut they’d planned. They found they 
couldn’t get logging trucks onto the 
property to the west of the brook, so they 
had to skid logs a long distance across 
the bridge they built. And much of the 
property turned out to be too steep, not 
only for their big feller-buncher, but for 
the hand-cutting crew they brought in.

All of these factors, plus the Town’s 
insistence on careful erosion control 
and other Best Management Practices, 

By Vicky Mishcon
Recycling Committee

Andover has added an important piece 
of equipment to our Transfer Station 
this fall. The “new” large, green, verti-
cal-stroke baler in the Recycle Building 
has been put to work baling newspaper, 
while the other baler is now dedicated 
solely to corrugated cardboard. 

Instead of having to wait for the old 
baler to fi ll with cardboard before re-
moving the cardboard and switching to 
newspaper, employees can now place 

either material into the appropriate bal-
er whenever they need to. 

New Hampshire towns are well 
known for being frugal and fi nding good 
deals. Andover is no exception. Dennis 
Bartlett, a summer resident of Andover, 
is the road agent in Berlin, Massachu-
setts. His town had just purchased two 
used balers and a fork truck, when the 
town decided to contract out the opera-
tion of their transfer station to a private 
company. The company already owned 
the necessary equipment, so the balers 

and fork truck were stored in the Berlin 
Highway Department garage. 

When Mr. Bartlett found out that 
Andover was in need of such equipment, 
a deal was made between the two towns. 

New Transfer Station Baler 
Meets A Pressing Need

The Transfer Station’s new baler is on the left.  Photo by Vicky Mishcon.

It was a package deal; Andover purchased 
both used balers and the fork truck for 
$1,600. This is less than one used baler 
usually costs. The items were shipped to 

Family Doctor 
Moves Practice 
To Andover

The big girders across the brook are gone, leaving just the small log 
bridge in the background. Silt fencing protects the brook from erosion.
 Photo by Charlie Darling

Logging Finished On Newman Easement

See Doctor  on page 12 See Logging  on page 2

See Baler  on page 4
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SUPPORT THE ANDOVER BEACON!
 Your Name ______________________________
 Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

 Other Name ______________________________
 Other Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

Seasonal: which months are you at the “other” address?
____________________________________________

Here’s my donation of $_________ for (check one):
□ Local   □ Seasonal ($25 min)   □ Out of Town ($25 min)   □ Gift ($25 min)

Andover Beacon • PO Box 149 • Andover NH 03216 • Thank you!

BEACON MEMBERS WIN!
Every month the Beacon holds a random drawing among its members to 

give away valuable merchandise and gift certifi cates provided by area busi-
nesses. Become a member, support the Beacon, and join the fun!

This month’s sponsors, prizes, and winners appear below. Thanks to all 
for your support!

Artisan’s Workshop Handcrafted Picture 
Frame

$32 Mary Anne Broshek

Blackwater Junct. Rest. Breakfast for two Francis & Thelma 
Frame

Christie’s Indoor Garden Gift Certifi cate $25 Edna Peters
Curves of New London 1 Month Membership $36 Sara Tracy-Arone
Forest Cone & Evergreen Vine Wreath $30 Barbara & Lewis 

Barton
Handknits By Judy Handknit Scarf $25 Bryant Adams
Jake’s Of New London Car Wash $7 Rene & Sharon 

Lefebvre
Jake’s Of New London Car Wash $7 Peter Sanborn
Morgan Hill Bookstore Christmas Music CD $15 Joan Gross
New London Opticians Sunglasses $60 James Danforth

Winners! Contact the Beacon at 735-5331 to collect your prize.

Beacon Bits

The Andover Beacon is published by Community Publishing of Andover, Inc., a New 
Hampshire non-profi t corporation. Board of Directors: Robin Boynton, Nan Kaplan, 
Bryan Johnson, Chuck Will, Judy Evans.
The Beacon is published monthly, as soon after the Planning Board’s last meeting of 
the month as possible. As a community newspaper, the Beacon relies on volunteers for 
most of its stories, photos, ads, production, and distribution. When you have the time 
and the inclination, please help – NO COMMITMENT REQUIRED!
The Beacon is mailed free to all Andover addresses. We ask for a minimum $25 annual 
donation from out-of-town or seasonal subscribers who would like the paper mailed to 
them. We welcome donations from the community and depend on your fi nancial 
support for a large part of our operating budget.
Publisher: Charlie Darling
Ad Sales: Connie Powers, Judy Evans
Sports: Heidi Terwilliger
MVHS: Emily Baker
Selectmen Meetings: Joan Holleran

The Andover Beacon
PO Box 149
Andover NH 03216 • (603) 735-6099
Mail@AndoverBeacon.com
http://AndoverBeacon.com
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We know you’ve been mean-
ing to support the Beacon, but 
you just haven’t quite gotten... 

Well, now you’ve got one!

SEND A CHECK TODAY!

Give The Gift Of 
ANDOVER
This Holiday Season
A subscription to The Andover 
Beacon makes a great holiday 
gift for anyone who enjoys the 
Andover area but has to live 
somewhere else.

Clip and mail the coupon below 
by December 20th and your 
friend or loved one will receive 
The Andover Beacon every 
month starting with the January 
issue. They’ll be glad you did!

The annual Christmas Tree Lighting 
was a rainy but festive event this 
year. Photo by Ben Severance

combined to reduce the amount of tim-
ber F&R harvested and increase the 
cost of harvesting it.

On the Town’s side of the ledger, 
there will be thousands of dollars in 
timber tax revenue. That revenue will 
be used to reduce the tax rate for every 
taxpayer in Andover. 

George Frame’s bills to the Town 
should total somewhat less than his 
original estimate of $10,000, primarily 
because F&R curtailed their cutting. 
That money is paid from the Conserva-
tion Commission’s fund.

Looking at the broader economic 
picture, there’s good news for the local 
economy in that the pulpwood (logs not 
good enough to be made into lumber) 
went to Ossipee and Freedom to be 
turned into paper.

The bad news is that the sawlogs 
went to Canada to be turned into lum-
ber. The mills in Canada are paying 
enough more than US mills that even 
with the Canadian dollar being worth 
much less than the US dollar, and 
with the transportation costs, F&R 
could still make more profi t by send-
ing the sawlogs to Canada to be made 
into lumber. 

Logging  from page 1 Ironically, much of that lumber ends 
up being shipped back to the US to our 
building supply stores.
Changes To The Land

If you visit the Newman easement, 
the fi rst thing you’ll notice is the exten-
sive roadwork that Fortin and Redmond 
did. A large feller-buncher operation like 
theirs requires much bigger skid trails, 
skid trails that are bigger and smoother 

than the haul road might be on a smaller 
operation. And the haul road itself, about 
a mile long and cut across some steep 
terrain, required moving tons of earth. 

To protect the landscape, the Town 
held F&R to high standards of erosion 
control. Every road and skidder trail 
has heavy-duty water bars dug across it. 
Large ditches on both sides of the main 

See Logging  on page 9

A Round Tuit
If you haven’t quite gotten a Round 

Tuit, you’ve got one now! Do you see 
it, below and to the right on this page? 
That’s your very own Round Tuit.

I know you’ve been meaning to show 
your support for the Beacon, and I’m 
sure now that you’ve gotten a Round 
Tuit you’ll send the coupon (the one just 
below your Round Tuit) and your check 
right away. We appreciate your support!
The Gift Of Andover

If you’ve got out-of-town friends or 
family with a fondness for the Andover 
area, there’s no more unique and 
thoughtful gift you could give them this 
holiday season than a year of the Bea-
con. That same coupon (below) works 
for those gift subscriptions, too. It’s just 
a little bit of holiday magic.
Letters

What, no letters in this month’s Bea-
con?! Well, I’m as amazed as you are. 
We welcome civil, reasoned letters (up 
to 200 words) to the people of Andover 
and hope you’ll take advantage of this 
opportunity soon.
Deadlines

We all struggle with deadlines, espe-
cially this time of year. In hopes of the 
Beacon team being able to take a  day or 
two off for the holidays and still wrap-
ping up the January issue by December 
30, we’ll need everyone’s help in meet-
ing the following deadlines:

Dec. 10 - Firm commitments for all 
January content. Be sure you’ve discussed 
your article, photo, announcement, min-
utes, etc. with a Beacon team member by 
then and agreed on a fi rm due date.

Dec. 15 - All ads paid for and all ad 
pictures and text delivered to the Beacon.

Everyone in the community has 
been fabulous about making the Bea-
con a true community project. With just 
a little work on getting the right dead-
lines in place, things should go even 
more smoothly.

Have a wonderful holiday season 
with your friends and family, and re-
member...

Everyone Works For The Beacon!
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Your Hometown Realtor
Whether buying or selling, call

BEN CUSHING
for all your real estate needs.

526-2471 x229
526-2443 fax

www.BenCushing.com
BCushing@tds.net

MERRy 
Christmas!

The Blackwater will be closed 
12/25 through 12/27 so 
we can enjoy the holiday 

with our families.

Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Tues - Fri  5:30 am - 3 pm

Sat - Sun  5 am - 3 pm

TOWN of ANDOVER

NOTICE
The Andover Transfer Station 

will be closed
Saturday, December 25

for Christmas Day
but will be open

Sunday, December 26
from 7 AM to 5 PM

PO Box 61 • Andover NH 03216 • 603 735-5332

TOWN of ANDOVER
NOTICE

The Town Clerk & 
Tax Collector’s Offi ce will be 

closed:

Saturday, December 25
for Christmas Day

Saturday, January 1
for New Year’s Day

PO Box 61 • Andover NH 03216 • 603 735-5332

SELL YOUR STUFF IN THE BEACON!

 If it’s not in your ad, above, tell the Beacon how to contact you:
________________________________________

Whether it’s a vehicle in your front yard or a closetful of “treasures,” 
a classifi ed ad in the Beacon is a great way to turn stuff into cash.

40 words, $5 per month. Add 10¢ for each additional word.
_________  _________  _________  _________  _________
_________  _________  _________  _________  _________
_________  _________  _________  _________  _________
_________  _________  _________  _________  _________
_________  _________  _________  _________  _________
_________  _________  _________  _________  _________
_________  _________  _________  _________  _________
_________  _________  _________  _________  _________

Andover Beacon • PO Box 149 • Andover NH 03216 • Thank you!

By Myra Mayman & Alex Bernhard
Friends Of The Northern Rail Trail

Friends of the Northern Rail Trail 
in Merrimack County (FNRT–MC), 
the group working to make the aban-
doned rail line that runs from Lebanon 
to Boscawen usable for biking, walking, 
and horseback riding, had their second 
meeting in Danbury on November 8. 
Linda Wilson, Chair of the Danbury 
Planning Board, opened the meeting and 
welcomed the 35 people in attendance. 

She introduced Alex Bernhard of 
East Andover to explain the purpose of 
the FNRT–MC and give an overview of 
the project.  He described the Northern 
Line as the I-89 of the 19th century, now 
owned by the State of New Hampshire. 

Alex noted that from Lebanon to 
Danbury the railroad used cinder bal-
last under the rails.  From Danbury to 
Boscawen the material changed to stone 
“ballast,” 2- to 3-inch pieces of crushed 
stone. The challenge in making the 
Merrimack portion of the trail summer-
usable is in fi nding the right material 
with which to cover these heavy pieces 
of stone ballast. 

Alex introduced Tom Jamieson, the 
Bicycle/Pedestrian Coordinator of the 
New Hampshire Department of Trans-
portation (DOT).    Tom explained that 
the bicycle/pedestrian program is now 
in the State’s rail and transit depart-
ment.  He covers non-motorized trans-
portation and is now in charge of all 23 

abandoned rail lines owned by the State.  
The Department of Resource and Eco-
nomic Development (DRED) manages 
these lines. 

Tom also reported that the State has 
launched a new transportation business 
plan and there will be meetings in the 
spring, which will be important for all 
individuals interested in trail develop-
ment to attend. The DOT has had a shift 
in attitude:  It wants people to come to 
the DOT with requests for trails; the 
DOT doesn’t want to go to the towns 
and tell them what they need. 

Tom Jamieson advised FNRT-MC 
to focus on what is the best use for the 
most people.  Keeping the trail open 
year-round is optimum.

Regarding the question of future re-
instatement of rail use on the Northern 
Line, he said that is a very long way off. 
In fact, a transportation trade newsletter 
has reported that DOT Commissioner 
Carol Murray declined to participate in 
the next step for developing the aban-
doned Northern Line into a railroad 
line again. Murphy cited “… condition 
of the rail corridor … and general lack 
of political will for such an ambitious 
rail project anytime soon.”

Alex then introduced Dick McKay, 
chair of the Friends of the Northern 
Rail Trail-Grafton County. State Sena-
tor Clifton Below formed FNRT in 
Grafton County in 1996, just after the 

By Bob Ward
Andover Conservation Commission

The State of New Hampshire is the 
second most heavily forested state in the 
Union with about 86% forest coverage. 
Likewise, Andover’s land area is well 
over 80% covered with forests.

These forests are a natural resource 
which provide numerous benefi ts to our 
community. They provide extensive unde-
veloped land areas for outdoor recreation, 
wildlife habitat, watershed protection, 
steep slope and shoreland stabilization 
from erosion and in general provide most 
of the “green” landscape which is a major 
part of Andover’s rural character. 

As such, our forested landscape con-
tributes to the peace, quiet, and natural 
serenity which is so important to the 
quality of life of Andover residents.

But these forests are not a huge, public-
ly-owned park. They are part of a “work-
ing landscape” which is, for the most 
part, privately owned. These woodlands 
provide essential products and economic 
benefi ts to our community. They provide 
lumber for building our homes, fi rewood 
for our fi replaces and woodstoves, pulp 
logs for producing paper products, and 
even wood chips for fueling our electric 
power generation plants. 

These privately-owned woodlands, 
when used for timber production, pro-
vide income to the people who own 

them and employment to the people 
who work on them. They are truly a 
“working landscape” and are a vital part 
of the rural economy and rural character 
of our town.

Because Andover’s forests are so im-
portant to our community, it is essential 
that we manage them wisely and use 
them on a long-term basis. Improper 
usage can cause substantial damage to 
both the economic value and the envi-
ronmental quality of our forests.
Working Forests Program

For this reason, the Andover Con-
servation Commission is proposing to 
establish a program which would be 
called the “Working Forests Program.” 
This program would be available, on 
a strictly voluntary basis, to any forest 
land owners who wish to maximize the 
benefi ts which they receive from their 
forest lands while at the same time be-
stowing on their fellow Andover resi-
dents the benefi ts of outdoor recreation, 
watershed protection, and a conserved 
forest landscape.

This program, if it is supported by the 
voters at the next Town Meeting, would 
provide useful information to forest land 
owners to help them better manage their 
forests for their own fi nancial gains as 
well as for the public conservation benefi t. 
This program would also provide fi nancial 

Dick McKay (l) and Tom Jamieson (r) address the November 8 meeting of 
the Friends Of The Northern Rail Trail. Photos by Dane Loomer

Rail Trail Group Eyes Funding Opportunities

Andover’s Forests...
A Resource With Benefits For All

See Forests  on page 9

See Rail Trail  on page 21



Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

Page 4 • The Andover Beacon • December 2004

By Catherine Greenleaf
Andover Recycling Committee

The Andover Recycling Committee 
has submitted a proposal to the Select-
men for a revamping of current recy-
cling practices in the town. The pro-
posal contains a request for an increase 
in the Recycling Committee’s annual 
budget from $200 a year to $900 a year 

By Chris Connor
AE/MS Technology Teacher

Back by popular demand, the 
Andover Elementary/Middle School 
is pleased to offer an adult course in 
Microsoft Excel Spreadsheets. This 
course will be offered for fi ve weeks, 
one evening per week, for a total of 10 
classroom hours. 
Course Overview

This course introduces creating 
and using templates, creating simple-
to-complex formulas, customizing 
formats, creating Workbooks from 
Templates, creating and enhancing 
charts, summarizing data using con-
solidation, using WordArt to create 
titles, and annotating with text boxes 
and arrows. 

Students learn how to reference 
cells in other sheets and add com-
ments to a cell. To enhance a print-
out, students will learn how to add a 
header and footer and to change mar-
gins. Finally, students discover how 
to customize a printout, add and re-
move page breaks, and use the Find 
and Replace commands.

It’s not as complex as it sounds! Each 
evening’s class will be one hour of lec-
ture, practicing as we go, and one hour 
of project practice; applying what was 
learned in the lecture. Each subject de-
scribed above will be broken down into 
simple, easy-to-understand and easy-
to-do steps.

Prerequisites
Please read these prerequisites 

carefully to be sure you are comfort-
able meeting these requirements. You 
should have a good working knowledge 
of word processing, of left- and right-
clicking, dragging, fi le naming, saving, 
copying and pasting, and some knowl-
edge of ClipArt. No fi nancial knowl-
edge is required, and no prior spread-
sheet knowledge is required.
Course Specifi cs

Instructor: Chris Connor, 
AE/MS Technology Teacher

Dates: Tuesdays, Jan. 11, 18, and 25, 
and Feb. 1 and 8.

Place: AE/MS Computer Lab
Times: 6 PM to 8:15 PM
Cost: $30

Registration
Pre-registration is required. Please 

call the school at 735-5494 to add your 
name to the list. Class size will be kept 
fairly small. First-come, fi rst-served, 
with a minimum of fi ve students re-
quired to hold the class. Payment is 
expected at the fi rst class. Please call 
the school at 735-5494 if you have any 
questions.
Future Courses

Microsoft Offi ce XP (except for 
Microsoft Access) is available in the 
school computer lab. 

Please let us know if you would 
like more courses to be offered in the 
future.

By Charlie Darling
Beacon Staff

News from home is a huge morale 
boost for our men and women in the 
armed forces, and the Beacon would 
like to help. We’ll send the Beacon at 
no charge to any APO address you 
provide us. Send names and addresses 
to PO Box 149, Andover 03216 or to 
Troops@AndoverBeacon.com.
Wal-Mart Drop-Off

The Wal-Mart store in Tilton is col-
lecting small items to be sent to our 
service men and women abroad. Ac-
cess to small personal items like toilet-
ries, snack foods, and over-the-counter 
health aids is something that our forces 
miss, and something we at home can do 
to support our troops.

Next time you’re in the Tilton Wal-
Mart, ask them where you can drop off 
some of the following:
Food

Beef Jerky
Slim Jims
Twinkies
Devil Dogs
Pringles
Cup of Soup
Hard Candy (LifeSavers, TicTacs, 

gum; no chocolate!)
Powdered drinks (Instant coffee 

and tea, Gatorade, Tang, Presweetened 

Support Our Troops 
With “The Little Things”

KoolAid, etc.)
Tea bags
Canned Foods (fruit, ravioli, etc.)

Medical
Alka Seltzer
Cough Drops
Vitamin C Drops
Listerine Sheets
Mentos
Tums
Pain Relievers

Personal Care
Antibacterial Hand Wash
Kleenex
Wet Wipes
Brush Ups (fi nger tooth brushes)
Lip Balm
Baby Powder

Entertainment
Magazines
Crossword Books
Books
Disposable Cameras
Word Search Books
Videos and DVDs
Handheld Games
Local Newspapers
AT&T Phone Cards
Food items are their favorites. All 

items should be unopened and in their 
original packaging. 

For more information, call the Wal-
Mart store in Tilton at 286-7673.

Learn Microsoft Excel

Recycling Committee Proposes 
Town-Wide Education Program

for a town-wide educational campaign.
The Committee’s goal is to keep more 

items out of the waste stream and recycle 
them instead. These items include plastics 
like soda bottles, milk containers, bottled 
water, and laundry detergent containers. 
Also proposed is the recycling of paste-
board, which includes shirt cardboard, 
cereal boxes, and dog food bags. 

In addition, the Northeast Resource 
Recovery Association, a state coopera-
tive, has offered the Town the oppor-
tunity to recycle computers, VCRs, ra-
dios, CD players, car stereos, speakers, 
scanners, printers, disposable cameras, 
telephones, fax machines, and TVs. 

The Committee’s proposal at this date 
has been reviewed by both the Board of 
Selectmen and the Budget Committee. 

The members of the Recycling 
Committee are Kenneth Tripp, Vicky 
Mishcon, Susan Schnare, and Cath-
erine Greenleaf. Please call Catherine 
at 735-4321 to get involved.

Andover on a step trailer for $500.
McGuire Equipment Company, 

which performs the regular mainte-
nance on our equipment at the Transfer 
Station, found the balers to be in good 
condition. After the purchase of a main 
electric breaker and some conduit, the 
vertical baler was up and running, im-
proving effi ciency and reducing labor. 

The future use of the horizontal baler 
and fork truck is yet to be determined.

Baler  from page 1
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□ 4 lbs Boneless Chicken Thighs □ 3 lbs Ground Pork

□ 3 lbs London Broil Steak □ 5 lbs Bone-In Chicken Breasts

□ 2 lbs Beef Round Cube Steak □ 4 lbs Roasting Chicken

□ 5 lbs Shurfi ne Meat Weiners □ 8 lbs Chicken Leg Quarters

□ 3 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops □ 6 lbs Chicken Thighs

□ 3 lbs Boneless Pork Cutlets □ 2 lbs Boneless Pork Roast

□ 2 lbs Chuck Stew Beef □ 2 lbs Italian or Swedish Meatballs

□ 2 lbs Shurfi ne Bacon reg or low salt □ 2 lbs Boneless Pork Chops

□ 3 lbs Ground Chuck □ 3 lbs Top Round Beef Steak

□ 4 lbs Split Chicken Breast □ 2 lbs Beef Stir Fry

□ 2 lbs Bone-In Ham Steak □ 3 lbs Top Round Roast

□ 3 lbs Pork Sirloin Roast □ 2 lbs Beef Sirloin Tip Roast

□ 3 lbs Breaded Chicken Nuggets □ 3 lbs Breaded Chicken Patties

Fresh Meat 
Cut Daily!

Please allow 48 hours notice. 
We reserve the right to limit quantities and to cor-
rect errors. Illustrations are for design purposes 
only and do not necessarily depict featured items.

DECEMBER
Freezer Buys
You  Choose the Items,
You  Choose the Price!

Board Of Selectmen
November 1

Condensed from approved minutes
Present: Chairman Dennis Fenton, 

Roger Godwin, Andy Guptill, Town 
Administrator Mark Stetson.

Road Agent John Thompson report-
ed that all that remains to be completed 
on Currier Road is to install some drain-
age structures near the intersection with 
Switch Road. He also reported that the 
trees have now been cut on Eagle Pond 
Road in anticipation of the other work 
to be done there. His crews have hauled 
and spread gravel on several areas of 
Tucker Mountain Road. Between that 
road and Currier Road they have put 
out about 4,000 yards of the gravel that 
was crushed this year. He has not met 
with Jon Ohler to confi rm the quantity 
of winter sand remaining from last year 
that the town previously paid for. 

There was a lengthy discussion re-
garding Thompson’s proposed budget 
for 2005, centered around Thompson’s 
request for an increase in the budget for 
winter equipment rental to compensate 
for higher fuel costs. The board decided 
that the existing policy of adding a fuel 
adjustment using the state’s program 
would provide adequate compensation. 
To include suffi cient funds in the budget, 
the Board directed Stetson to research 
the number of hours paid to contracted 
trucks over the past several years and 
multiply that by the amount reported by 
the state for a recent pay period.

Police Department
Police Chief Glenn Laramie presented 

his budget request for the ensuing year. 
That proposal included modest increases 
in the Fourth of July, training, full-time 
offi cer labor, equipment, and cruiser 
maintenance lines. He is requesting a 
more signifi cant increase in the part-time 
labor line to fund pay increases and an 
increase in the number of hours that the 
offi cers work. The Board asked Laramie 
to break out those two components and 
quantify the additional hours. 

The Board and Laramie also discussed 
the planned purchase of a new cruiser in 
2005. Laramie committed to researching 
the probable cost. He told the Board that 
he anticipates the Town will be able to sell 
the old cruiser for signifi cantly more than 
the last one. Stetson reminded the Board 
and Laramie that the Route 11 construc-
tion project will necessitate a signifi cant 
increase in the extra detail line; however, 
there will be a corresponding revenue to 
offset the expense. 

Ed Becker entered the meeting and 
complimented members of the Police 
Department for the manner in which they 
dealt with a recent incident that Becker 
had responded to as a member of the Res-
cue Squad. Becker then asked the Board 
for volunteers for the upcoming election 
to assist checking voters in and out and 
also to count ballots, this in anticipation 
of the unusually high voter turnout.
Old Business

The Board decided to ask George 
Frame to monitor Fortin & Redmond’s 

work to close out the logging on its prop-
erty on Old College Road, with particu-
lar attention to erosion control devices. 

The Board decided to ask Armand 
Boisvert to attend an upcoming meet-
ing to discuss his idea of asking the 
Town at Town Meeting to abandon the 
Town’s interest in the Class VI portion 
of Sam Hill Road.

Stetson reported that the roof on the 
recycle building has been repaired. 

The Board discussed a grant applica-
tion that the Conservation Commission 
is submitting to the UNH Cooperative 
Extension. The Commission has asked 
the Board to write a letter of support for 
the grant. The Board decided to seek 
additional information prior to commit-
ting to that support. 

Stetson reported that an appointment 
has been scheduled with the NH De-
partment of Revenue Administration to 
set the tax rate. The Board reiterated the 
commitment it made at Town Meeting 
to use whatever surplus funds are nec-
essary to keep the town portion of the 
tax rate level with last year.
November 15

Condensed from draft minutes.
Present: Chairman Dennis Fenton, 

Roger Godwin, Andy Guptill, Town 
Administrator Mark Stetson.

Road Agent John Thompson re-
viewed with the Board his proposed 
budget, which included a reduction in 
the amount that he had previously pro-
posed to increase the winter equipment 
line. The Board approved Thompson’s 

suggestion to locate the stockpile of win-
ter sand on Town-owned land adjacent to 
the horseshoe pits. Jon Ohler has agreed 
to move the material at no additional cost 
to the town. Access to this site will come 
via Mark Thompson’s property. 

Thompson told the Board that he has 
not yet gotten back to Currier Road to 
install the catch basin near the intersec-
tion with Switch Road. He still plans to 
fi nish that work this year. He also told 
the Board that while working at the rear 
of the Transfer Station property earlier 
in the summer, he discovered a deposit 
of gravel that is suitable for use in road 
building as base material. He asked that 
the location of this material be consid-
ered during conversations with the Po-
lice Chief about possibly using this area 
for a police shooting range.
Recycling Committee

The Board then met with Recycling 
Committee members Vicky Mishcon, 
Catherine Greenleaf, Susan Schnare, 
and Ken Tripp. Mishcon presented a 
proposal on behalf of the Committee 
for the Town to make several changes 
in what is currently recycled. 

One change eliminates the current 
practice of baling newspaper and co-
mingles it with magazines and offi ce 
paper and adds paperboard to the mix. 
All of these would be dumped into an 
open-top roll-off container. 

Another proposed change would be 
to recycle #1 and #2 plastics. The second 
baler could be used to store the plastic 

See Selectmen  on page 6
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A.W. Frost Agency, Inc.

Our People Make The Difference
Any agency can sell you insurance, but when 
you’re looking for an expert in personal, business, 
professional, life, or other insurance services, call  us.

A Member of Davis & Towle Insurance Group   Your Independent Insurance Agency

Timothy Frost, President
325 Central St.

Franklin
934-3319

beth@davistowle.com

Police Blotter
By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

Andover residents were startled to 
see 18 state police cars gathered around 
our new Police Department building 
about 6 PM on Monday, November 1. 

Fortunately, nothing bad was happen-
ing in Andover. The state police SWAT 
team was preparing to make an arrest in 
Danbury and used our facility to meet 
and coordinate before the operation.

The following article from the Con-
cord Monitor’s Web site describes the 
action after the team left Andover.

SWAT team called in for arrests 
Police tracked man wanted for 
being fugitive
By Chelsea Conaboy
Monitor staff

A state police SWAT team arrested 
two Danbury men on Monday after 
tracking one who was wanted for being 
a fugitive and then fi nding marijuana 
and a growing room inside the home 
where he was staying. 

The police received word that the 
Vermont police were looking for Dean 
Harrington, 38, for a criminal act com-
mitted against his ex-wife, according 
to state police Lt. George Brown, com-
mander of Troop D in New Hampshire. 

Harrington was also wanted in 
Grafton County for violating his proba-
tion. He was on probation after serving 
one year in prison for the possession 
and production of marijuana. He had 

not checked in with his supervisor at the 
Department of Corrections since May. 

The Vermont police said Harrington 
was potentially dangerous and likely to 
resist arrest. His last known residence 
was at the home of Lawrence Ricker, 51. 
The police used surveillance to deter-
mine that both men were in the home. 

“Based on the information that (Har-
rington) was potentially violent and 
also that there may be weapons inside 
the residence where he was staying, we 
opted to have the SWAT team brought 
in on this,” Brown said. 

The team waited until the men came 
out of the building before taking them 
into custody. When they entered the 
home to clear the residence, Harrington’s 
Rottweiler charged two of the SWAT of-
fi cers. The offi cers shot and killed the dog 
to subdue it, Brown said. Also during the 
sweep, the police found several mari-
juana plants, about a dozen 2- to 4-ounce 
bags of the drug and two handguns. 

Ricker was arrested for harboring 
a fugitive from justice and possession 
of a controlled drug with the intent to 
sell. As of yesterday afternoon he had 
not been charged by the Franklin Dis-
trict Court. Harrington was arrested for 
multiple probation violations and is be-
ing held at the Grafton County House 
of Corrections, according to Jeff Lyons, 
public information offi cer for the state 
Department of Corrections. 

Reprinted with permission from the 
Concord Monitor.

By Susan Schnare
Andover Cemetery Trustees

When the Rollins Cemetery was 
surveyed in 2001 all ten of the grave-
stones were found to be either broken, 
lying fl at on the ground buried in leaves 
and earth, or tipped. This past July, all 
was put right by John Clegg, Jr., a pro-
fessional cemeteries restorer from Mor-
risville, Vermont, and his workman.

In addition to repairing, straightening, 
and resetting the stones in concrete foot-
ings, Mr. Clegg found in the stone wall 
surrounding the cemetery the missing 
headstone and footstone of Charles Fi-
fi eld, who died at the age of fi ve on May 
5, 1836 as recorded in Eastman’s History 
of the Town of Andover. The stone was 
repaired and will be re-erected as soon 
as a missing fragment is found.

The Rollins Cemetery, also known 
as the Flaghole Cemetery, is located 

Rollins Cemetery Restored

State SWAT Team 
Stages In Andover

on private property off Flaghole Road. 
Seven members of the Rollins fam-
ily were buried within the 56’ by 39’ 
space within the surrounding stone 
wall, including the Revolutionary War 
veteran Simeon Rollins and his wife 
Mary, who lived to be over 100. The 
fi rst burial was in 1817 and in the last, 
in 1874, was the burial of Simeon Rol-
lins, the son of Simeon and Mary.

The work done in the Rollins Ceme-
tery is part of the on-going effort by the 
Andover Cemetery Trustees, with the 
support of the community, to restore 
all of the town’s cemeteries. The pur-
pose of this project is to maintain the 
memorials entrusted to our care and to 
preserve this aspect of our heritage for 
future generations.

For more information, contact Su-
san Schnare at hld@mtnbrook.com or 
735-5389.

By Glenn Laramie
Andover Chief Of Police

The Andover Police Department re-
sponded to 161 calls for service from 
October 15 through November 15. Here 
is a partial breakdown of those calls.

Issued 55 motor vehicle warnings 
and 10 summons

Covered motor vehicle accidents on 
Route 11, on Flaghole Road, and on 
Main Street

Investigated thefts on Main Street 
and on Depot Street

Took criminal mischief complaints 
on Route 11, School Street, Main Street, 
and at the Blackwater Ski Area

Covered an untimely death on Mead-
owlark Lane

Investigated a runaway on Flaghole Road

Covered 911 calls on Switch Road 
and Applecrest Lane
Arrests

Christopher Wilson, age 20, issuing 
bad checks

Amy Loeser of Andover, age 19, oper-
ating after suspension – second offense

Jerry Williams of Andover, age 26, 
criminal mischief

Denise Lottes of Andover, age 23, 
DUI, receiving stolen property

Sean Rudolph of Andover, age 30, 
unnecessary noise (town ordinance)

Eric Drew of Franklin, age 22, trans-
portation of drugs, operating after revo-
cation, disobeying police offi cer, acts 
prohibited

Sean Whalen of Andover, age 20, 
operating after suspension

until such time as a full bale is made. 
Bales of cardboard and plastic would be 
stored in a trailer provided free of charge 
by the Northeast Resource Recovery As-
sociation, who would market these com-
modities as well as the loose paper.

The fi nal proposed change would add 
electronics to the list of items recycled. 
The Committee suggests increasing the 
fee currently being charged for monitors 
and TVs and adding a charge for VCRs, 
computers, and other electronic equip-
ment to offset the cost of recycling. 

The Board requested that the Commit-
tee provide a more detailed plan including 
anticipated labor costs and revenues as 
well as diagrams of what the traffi c fl ow 
might look like and also a projected fl oor 
plan of the recycle building and the yard.
New Business

The Board acknowledged receipt of 
a complaint alleging Country Pine Fur-
niture is in violation of a condition of its 
zoning approval for the operation of the 
U-Haul business in that there is more 
signage on the property than was ap-
proved and also that rental vehicles are 
being parked near Route 11, instead of 
in the rear of the parking lot. The Board 
asked Stetson to further investigate the 
complaint.

Godwin relayed another complaint 
regarding the illumination for the sign 
at The Constant Quilter in that the il-
lumination is a distraction, especially at 
night. The Board decided to request that 
the illumination be shut off after 6 PM.

The Board took no action regarding 
a proposal from Avitar to maintain the 
town’s assessments for each of the next 
fi ve years and to perform another valua-
tion update at the end of that period.

The Board recommended that Ste-
phen Barton be re-appointed to the posi-
tion of Forest Fire Warden and that Rene 
Lefebvre, John Thompson, Jack Wil-
liams, and John Landry be re-appointed 
as Deputy Forest Fire Wardens.

The Board reviewed the Recreation 
Committee’s recommended budget for 2005 
and suggested that the proposed increase of 

$150 be trimmed so that the 2005 request is 
the same as the 2004 appropriation.
Police Department

The Board then met with Police Chief 
Glenn Laramie who again reviewed his 
budget request for the ensuing year. He 
provided a more detailed breakdown 
of the increases, most notably the part-
time labor line. Approximately one half 
of the $8,856 proposed increase is to 
accommodate pay increases for the ex-
isting offi cers for the existing schedule. 
The balance would pay for one addi-
tional 8-hour shift per week.

The Board then met with Armand 
Boisvert who informed the Board that 
he would like to see the Town abandon 
its right of way interest in the Class VI 
portion of Sam Hill Road. After a brief 
discussion, the Board agreed to facili-
tate his quest by inserting an article in 
the warrant for the upcoming Town 
Meeting asking the voters to decide 
that issue. Boisvert told the Board that 
there is one affected property owner, 
and that he has not yet spoken with 
him, but plans to do so in the very near 
future. 

There was more discussion regard-
ing when the article would take effect 
if approved. The Board suggested coin-
ciding with the completion of a logging 
operation that is using the road for ac-
cess so that the Town would retain con-
trol of how the road is closed out with 
proper erosion control measures and 
the like. Boisvert suggested the article 
should take effect immediately as he 
would be happy to take responsibility 
for maintaining the road. 

Boisvert and the Board also talked 
about maintaining access to the cem-
etery that is off of that portion of Sam 
Hill Road.

For complete approved minutes as 
they become available visit Andover-
Beacon.com.

Selectmen  from page 5

D o n a t e !
The Beacon relies on voluntary dona-

tions for a substantial part of its budget.
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New London Shopping Center
526-9511

Monday - Friday: 6:30 AM to 8 PM
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Sunday: 8 AM to 2 PM

Plan cannot be updated or the Zoning 
Ordinance possibly revised to conform 
to the present Master Plan, to which 
a Board member responded that the 
statutory framework has been amended 
and the State is now requiring a Vision 
Statement for such plans. 

Currier recommends initially asking 
for $20,000 as a budget item and refi n-
ing that number as discussions with 
possible contractors progress. Sutton 
gathered and presented town statistics. 
Information from the year 2000 census 
was reviewed.
November 23

Condensed from draft minutes.
Present: Don Gould, Chair; Paul 

Currier; Keith Pfeifer; Joe Stearns; and 
Wood Sutton, alternate, appointed to 
Eric Johnson’s position for the meeting.

Determination of Completion: 
Major Subdivision (4 lots) Paul Dar-
byshire, agent for Andover Thompson, 
LLC – Carolyn Currier, Chase Hill

Paul Darbyshire, agent for Andover 
Thompson, LLC presented a Subdivi-
sion Application Waiver Request. Mark 
Thompson indicated that he had spoken 
with Fire Chief Rene Lefebvre regard-
ing a cistern, however, had not received 
any acknowledgement. The Board ad-
vised that details of the cistern are need-
ed. Darbyshire states that Michie was to 
provide information on the cistern.

The Board voted unanimously to ac-
cept the waivers as written. The Board 
voted unanimously to deem the appli-
cation complete pending the following 
conditions:

• Approved fi re protection provision
• Easement to be indicated on the 

subdivision plan
• Access permits
• Bond
Public Hearing: Major Subdivi-

sion (4 lots) Paul Darbyshire, agent for 
Andover Thompson, LLC – Carolyn 
Currier, Chase Hill

Darbyshire as agent for Andover 
Thompson, LLC presented the proposed 
subdivision. The total acreage is 47.977 
acres, each lot to be approximately 11.7 
acres. The plan includes topography and 
soils; test pits and percolation tests; and 
the proposed driveways. The cistern 
site is also indicated on the plan. There 
being no discussion from the public, the 
public hearing was closed. The Board 
unanimously approved the subdivision 
plan contingent upon the easement, ac-
cess permits, approved fi re protection 
provision, and a bond.

Preliminary Non-Binding Con-
sultation: Lot line adjustments / mi-
nor subdivision, Lisa Jelleme-Miller as 
agent for Howard Jelleme, of property 
on Emery Road

November 9
Condensed from approved minutes.
Present: Don Gould, Chair; Eric 

Johnson, Vice-Chair; Paul Currier; Roger 
Godwin; Mark Cowdrey; Keith Pfeifer; 
Joe Stearns; and Wood Sutton, alternate.

Preliminary Non-Binding Consul-
tation: Major Subdivision (4 lots) Paul 
Darbyshire, agent for Andover Thomp-
son, LLC – Carolyn Currier, Chase Hill

David Krauze representing Carolyn 
Currier presented a plan of the property 
indicating the proposed subdivision. To-
tal of 46.977 acres located on the west 
side of Chase Hill in the Agricultural 
& Residential District. Approval of the 
Department of Environmental Services 
would be necessary to dredge for ac-
cess of lots 3 and 4; however, no subdi-
vision approval is necessary by the state 
as each lot is over 5 acres. Concerns of 
the board include:

Would these share common drives? 
Not at this time.

Has fi re protection been considered? 
A cistern is being looked at.

Is this subject to phasing? Only as 
far as building permits.

Is there a benefi t to the owners to 
have lots of equal size? Andover LLC 
Group has requested keeping fairly 
equal size lots.

The application was reviewed for 
completeness. Johnson made a motion 
to deem the application complete pend-
ing driveway permits, waivers, and 
acknowledgement of the fi re chief for 
a cistern. Pfeifer seconded the motion 
and the board unanimously deemed the 
application complete. 

Preliminary Non-Binding Consul-
tation: Major Subdivision (4 lots) Dan 
Labonte, 42 – 48 Boston Hill Road

Labonte presented a tax map indicat-
ing the property and the proposed sub-
division. There are 47 acres containing 4 
homes and, across the road on land owned 
by the applicant, four Quonset huts (a 
single hut for each home). Two of the lots 
would have less than the required road 
frontage, though no additional residences 
would result from the subdivision.

The board advised Labonte that he 
needs to apply to the Zoning Board of Ad-
justment for non-conforming lot frontage; 
discuss fi re protection with the fi re chief 
of East Andover; and receive a state-ap-
proved subdivision and septic design.
Master Plan Update

Paul Currier has contacted several peo-
ple who may participate on a contractual 
basis in the master plan update process in 
order to secure fi rmer prices and deter-
mine a budget to present to the town. 

It was asked why the current Master 

Planning Board Miller presented a previously ap-
proved subdivision that they would like 
to modify by dividing out 4.8 acres 
from the total lot. Deed description 
would also be created for the back area 
near the pond to remain as fi eld and 
limit future use of this area. A possible 
future subdivision was discussed which 
would create a third lot. As this would 
require fi re protection, this was briefl y 
discussed. The Board advised that this 
modifi cation would be a boundary-line 
adjustment and that the applicants need 
a surveyor to rebound the lot. 
Master Plan Update

Currier indicated that he had left mes-
sages with the Department of Environ-
mental Services regarding Master Plan 
Update meetings.  The Board agreed to 
review the 1992 Master Plan goals and 
objectives and created a list of “hot top-
ics” for the Master Plan Update Com-
mittee to discuss. The list includes:

• More growth in Forest & Agricul-
tural Zone – Scattered residential 
development.

• Development brings in less income 
than the cost of town services. Cre-
ate a process to encourage com-
mercial and light industrial growth.

• Cluster housing (i.e. condomini-
ums, common-wall buildings) to 
protect large blocks of open space.

• Dollar value of homes can drive de-
mand for services (high-value homes 
mean high-school-age children).

• Development’s effect on infra-
structure.

• The village district needs to 
provide room for growth (enlarge 
village district?)

• Approval of the Forest & Agricul-
tural district is common.

• Needs by population ages.
• Number of available cemetery 

plots vs. population and aging.
• Adult communities in Andover?
• Growth shouldn’t push out families 

due to taxes and house values.
• Ban private roads – have developers 

provide their own services if so?
• All development is road-front-

age and isolates backland – is an 
impact on safety.

• Centralizing of emergency services
• Run zoning changes along parcel lines.
• Range of lot sizing differences (i.e. 

1-acre area vs. 2-acre area zoning).
• Drinking water protection – Brad-

ley Lake housing impact.
• Need to think about sewer system.
• Can village area increase without 

sewer system?
• Can the water line be extended?
• What are the investment require-

ments of a sewer system?
• Can we tie into Franklin sewage 

system?
• What provision / restrictions 

should be on home businesses?
• Mixed-use zoning?
• Do we want strip commercial in 

Andover? If so, where? Ever?
• Revisit additional special exception 

provision of the zoning ordinance.
• Create additional village 

district(s)?

• Revisit all village district centers 
- Andover, Cilleyville/Potter Place, 
East Andover, and West Andover.

• Acknowledge “educational dis-
trict” for Proctor Academy, includ-
ing areas for them to expand.

• What does the school district need 
in the future? High School? Expan-
sion? Relocate?

• The school plan and Master Plan 
must be in sync. Also the Capital 
Improvement Plan.

• School cooperative – join or change?
• Must take a position on DOT plans 

for the future.
• Need alternate routes through town.
• Review town roads including Class VI.

November 16
Condensed from draft minutes.
Present: Katherine Stearns, Chair; 

Charlie McCrave, Vice-Chair; Su-
san Schnare; Jeff Newcomb; and Paul 
Fopiano, alternate.

There was a majority vote of the board 
to revise the Howard George decision by 
striking the second condition of the deci-
sion and to reissue the decision.

Public Hearing: A request from 
Paul Sears for a variance to permit con-
struction / placement of a storage shed 
within the 15’ side setback requirements 
at 314 Bradley Lake Road.

Applicant is requesting an 8’ variance 
for placement of a container. Sears pre-
sented a diagram of the property indicat-
ing the location of the enclosed container, 
which has been on-site for six years. The 
container is a roll-off dumpster (contain-
er on wheels) and sits beside the house. 
There is no room between the container 
and the home to plow snow. Concerns of 
the board include:

Is there space enough behind the 
house for the container? No.

What is stored in container? Tools.
What is located on the other side of 

the container? Another home, approxi-
mately 20 to 25 yards away.

A letter from an abutter was received 
and reviewed.

Sears presented a survey diagram 
previously done by Bristol-Sweet. 
The Board advised Sears that the dia-
gram was invalid, as it did not indicate 
the location of the storage container. 
Larry Dufault, representing one of 
the abutters, indicates that the abut-
ter has had their property surveyed 
and states that the container is on the 
abutters’ property.

The Board advised Mr. Sears that 
they would like to do a site visit and re-
cessed the public hearing until January 
18 at 7:45 PM.

Zoning Board Of Adjustment

Write A Letter!
The Beacon welcomes civil, reasoned 

letters to the people of Andover. 
Please keep them to 200 words or 

less. More info & a handy form here:
AndoverBeacon.com/Opinion.asp
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Happy Holidays!

celeb r at e
The old man

One-of-a-kind 
license plate, $15. 

$12 each add’l plate. 
One $3 charge for 

postage.
Commemorative Designs

PO Box 29
Andover NH 03216

cilleyville@adelphia.net

By Mary Hiller
Andover Historical Society

Since Christmas is the time of year 
when people’s thoughts turn to giving, 
December seems an appropriate time 
to talk about some recent gifts to our 
town’s Historical Society.

This article cannot cover all of the 
items we’ve received recently, but a few 
will give you an idea of what we look 
for, what we accept, and what we want. 

Basically, we are happy to receive 
anything relating to the town and its 
people -- photos (which we can copy 
and return, or keep in our fi les, which-

ever you wish), newspapers, railroad 
artifacts, farm equipment, general 
tools, clothing from earlier times, items 
to furnish the old store in Potter Place, 
letters, diaries, and so on.

For example, Mark Stetson recently 
gave the Society a large number of old 
store items to add to our display of an 
early 20th century general store at the 
Potter Place Store and Post Offi ce.

Paul Fopiano and his wife, Ruth, do-
nated, among other things, four large 
pieces of farm equipment including 
a 12-foot ladder handmade by Paul’s 
grandfather, George N. Churchill; a 

By Mary Hiller
Andover Historical Society

According to John Eastman in his 
History of Andover, 1751–1908, the fi rst 
resident physician in Andover was Dr. 
Jonathan Robbins who was here in 1788 
and lived in East Andover on Chase 
Hill Road.  At the same time Dr. Ben-
jamin Rowe also lived in the western 
part of the town.  Eastman discusses 
several other physicians 
who lived and practiced 
in town during the late 
1700’s and early 1800’s 
(pp. 367–371).

The most famous 
doctor to take care of 
the town was Dr. Henry 
August Weymouth who 
moved to Andover di-
rectly from the Vermont 
Medical School in 1843 
and tended the town 
until his death in 1908.  Dr. Weymouth 
lived on Taunton Hill in what is now the 
residence of Dr. Martin Fairall.  He was 
truly an old-fashioned country doctor, 
and he also found time to be a public 
servant in other ways.  He was the town 
moderator for 32 years, its clerk for fi ve 
years and its representative in the legis-
lature for three terms (Chaffee, History 
of Andover, 1900-1965, p. 172). 

Times have changed, but perhaps not 
all for the best – the loss of the classic 
“country doc” should perhaps give us all 
a pang of regret.  Dr. Weymouth knew 

the town and its people intimately for 
two generations and was a part of its life 
– social, industrial, educational, political, 
and religious -- during all that period.  
As John Eastman says in his History of 
Andover, “His cheerful spirit and keen 
sense of humor have enabled him to ap-
preciate all the vicissitudes of an active 
life in the country, and have carried the 
balm of hope and the stimulus of a good 

story to many a weary, suf-
fering patient in this com-
munity.”  

The picture of the doctor 
arriving by horse and sleigh, 
walking the last few yards 
on foot in a snow storm 
through the snow drifts, 
is a picture from our past 
that should be cherished 
and remembered whenever 
we have to take a suffering 
child out into the storm to 

go to the doctor’s offi ce or hospital.
Since Dr. Weymouth’s death many 

doctors have lived in town, but having 
an offi ce here, as well as a home, has not 
been so common.  One mentioned by 
Chaffee was Dr. Emile H. Boselli from 
New Jersey who purchased the Emery 
farm on Marston Hill in 1965 and opened 
an offi ce in the barn on his property.  

Today there are several doctors who 
reside in the town, but, other than Dr. 
Amy Schneider’s, their offi ces are else-
where – in Franklin, New London, 
Tilton, or even Concord.

By Heidi St Jacques
Every year in October, my birth 

month, I climb Mount Kearsarge. I’ve 
been doing so for thirty-three years. 
Climbing the mountain as a birthday 
celebration was my mother’s idea. 

I was eight years old the fi rst year 
I attempted the mountain, and as with 
most things in life, the fi rst time you try 
anything is the most memorable. And 
so it was, in October 1971, as we drove 
along the steep, winding road that leads 
to the mountain’s base and the begin-
ning of Winslow Trail. The scenery 
along the way was breathtaking, even 
to an eight year old.

There were fi ve of us climbing the 
mountain that day. The oldest was my 
brother David, age eleven. With us were 
my sister and her friend, both age ten, 
and my best friend, age eight.

David was in charge. My mother 
instructed us to stay together, and be-
cause I had a heart murmur she told us 
to only climb halfway. Mother stayed 
at the base with my youngest brother, 
Barry, age two.

We began the climb, and I remember 
we were going at a fast pace, because 
we were passing other hikers along the 
way. Everyone was friendly.

At the quarterway mark I was tired 
but kept going. We rested along the 
way, and by the time we made it to the 
halfway mark, which was a point in the 
trail that was straight up, you had to 
climb using your fi ngers in crevices. I 
was turning blue.

David, however, was determined that 
he was getting us all to the top. He told 
me to get on his back and he’d give me 
a piggyback ride the rest of the way. It 
was quite a sight! Other hikers gave us 
inspiration as they descended and told 
us we were almost to the top. 

Some of the hikers couldn’t believe 
their eyes. Yes, for the remainder of 
the very steep hike, my eleven-year-old 
brother, as strong as an ox, carried me on 
his back to the top of Mount Kearsarge. 

It was quite a feat, and because of 
David we all made it to the peak that 
day. It was my fi rst time to the top of 
Mount Kearsarge, and it was beautiful.

My brother David passed away in 
Andover in 1993, and every October 
when I climb Mount Kearsarge I carry 
the powerful, wonderful memory of my 
brother up the mountain in my heart, all 
the way to the top, and it is beautiful.

Written in Loving Memory of David 
W. Keyser, Jr.

Andover’s Resident Physicians

Climbing Mount Kearsarge

horse-drawn cellar excavator; a two-
wheel cart to support a barrel for use in 
the orchard; and a horse-drawn plow. 

These large pieces are being stored 
for now and eventually will be dis-
played in the Freight House at Pot-
ter Place, recently donated by the R.P. 
Johnson family.  
Items Large And Small

Besides these large items, the Fopia-
nos also donated a Boston and Maine 
railroad ticket, dated January 31, 1949, 
and an old witch hazel bottle.  As you 
can see, the Society is happy to receive 
items both large and small.

Other donors and donations include:
• Rodney Smith and his wife donated a 
railroad jack and many other tools.
• Ken Reid gave us two chisels marked 
B & M RR.
• Howard George found two old fi re-
man's badges from Andover and East 
Andover and lots of photos.
• Katherine Fidler gave us a leather-

bound photo album with pictures from 
the summer camps operating on Elbow 
Pond from 1920 to the 1950s, and pam-
phlets for the girl's and boy's camps.

The Historical Society greatly ap-
preciates receiving all these artifacts.  
So far we have 3,263 catalogued items 
illustrative of the history of the town.  
Some are displayed in the Railroad Sta-
tion Museum or the Store, either per-
manently or as rotating exhibits.  Oth-
ers are kept in a specially constructed, 
locked, and climate-controlled room.  

All our items are available for re-
search, both historical and genealogi-
cal.  Anyone wishing to view any of 
the items should contact the Society's 
president, Ed Hiller, at 735-5690 or 
Treasurer, Don Gould, 735-5040, or the 
Curator, Pat Cutter, 735-6528, or visit 
the Museum at Potter Place during its 
open hours: Saturdays from 10 to 3 and 
Sundays from 1 to 3, from Memorial 
Day to Columbus Day.

Andover Historical Society Cherishes Donated Items, Large And Small
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Pancake
Breakfast
Saturday, Dec. 11, 6:30 - 9:30
Masonic Hall on Cilleyville Road

All You Can Eat, Only $4
Don’t miss the Masons’ famous pan-
cakes and Freedom toast with real 
maple syrup. Sausage and bacon, 
coffee and orange juice - the second 
Saturday of every month, join our 
Potter Place feast and gab fest!

Does anyone know the year this postcard might have been made?

BUYING ANTIQUES
735-5512

Kenneth Reid

By Bill Bardsley
Andover Democratic Committee

John Kerry’s win last month in 
Andover, the fourth straight here by Dem-
ocratic presidential candidates, prompts 
us to look at the party’s local history.

Andover has deep Democratic roots, 
originally planted by the populist poli-
cies of Andrew Jackson. In the 1828 
election,  Jackson defeated John Quincy 
Adams by 55 votes in Andover.

From 1828 until 1920, only one time 
– in 1896 when William McKinley 
topped William Jennings Bryan by 9 
votes – did a Republican presidential 
candidate carry Andover.

The Democratic majority in the rest of 
New Hampshire, however, began to split 
up over the slavery question. In 1856, the 
fi rst Republican candidate for president, 
John Charles Fremont, won the state by 
6,000 votes over James Buchanan.

Abraham Lincoln carried New 
Hampshire in both 1860 and 1864, but 
he lost Andover to Stephen A. Douglas 
by 120 to 130 in 1860 and to General 
George B. McLellan by 87 to 228 in 
1864. Yes, that 87 to 228 is correct. 

Even with the rebels on the ropes by 
late ‘64 and the national Democratic Par-
ty torn into make-war versus make-peace 
factions, President Lincoln won only 28 

per cent of the 1864 vote in this town. We 
local Democrats today don’t necessarily 
take great pride in this count.

Andover’s only governor, Nahum J. 
Bachelder, was elected in 1902. He was 
a Republican and won the state by more 
than 8,000 votes, but he lost Andover to 
Democrat Henry Hollis by 140 to 186.

Clarence E. Carr of Andover was 
the Democratic candidate for governor 
in 1908. He ran an unusually vigor-
ous campaign for that time but lost by 
3,000 votes. Several members of the 
Carr family were active in civic affairs, 
and they were owner-operators of the 
hame shop. 

Carr infl uence likely had much to 
do with Andover staying Democratic 
two decades into the 20th century. But 
eventually the town swung into that 
strain of Yankee independence that was 
captured by the Republicans. 

Woodrow Wilson, Franklin Roos-
evelt, John Kennedy, and Lyndon John-
son all had winning counts in Andover, 
and Democrat Victor Phelps served as 
our state representative for many terms 
in mid-century. Otherwise, however, 
the town voted Republican pretty regu-
larly from the 1920s until the ‘80s and 
‘90s, when hints of a swing back toward 
the Democrats began to appear.

By Mary Hiller
Andover Historical Society

In last month’s Beacon I shared 
with you the results of presidential 
votes in Andover from 1828 to 1904. 
This month I can bring you up to date 
– 1904 to 2004, one hundred years of 
presidential election data.

The Manual of the General Court of 
New Hampshire, published every other 
year since 1891, gives us all the num-
bers. But how do these more recent sta-
tistics pan out?

In the 24 elections between 1904 and 
2000, the citizens of Andover supported 
the winning candidate in 17 elections.  
They disagreed with the national ma-
jority seven times.

Of those seven, four were consecu-
tive:  from 1936 through 1948, the town 
majority vote supported the Republi-

can candidates while the national vic-
tory went to the Democrats – although 
in the election of 1944 between Dewey 
and Roosevelt, the Republican majority 
in Andover was only eleven votes.

The election of 2004 was another 
case of Andover supporting the losing 
candidate:  a majority voted for John 
Kerry, but only by 79 votes.  

Third and fourth party candidates, 
from Prohibitionists through Libertar-
ians, garnered very few votes from the 
town of Andover, usually one or two, 
the largest being 37 for the Wallace par-
ty in 1968 and 38 for the Nader party 
in 2000.

How exciting it is to live in a town 
where the voters are so evenly divided 
that each election is a fi ght worth waging.

These statistics are now on fi le at the 
Andover Historical Society.  

Andover Election History

Andover’s Democratic Roots

incentives to forest land owners to help 
them obtain professional guidance, on a 
cost-sharing basis, for the management of 
their forest lands.

Whenever a property owner logs 
his or her timber land, the owner must 
pay a Timber Yield Tax to the Town of 
Andover based on the dollar value of 
the timber cut. For the last few years 
the annual revenue which the town has 
received from this tax has been in the 
$40,000 range. As prescribed by State 
law, all of the Timber Yield Tax revenue 
has been put into our town’s general 
fund for general government purposes. 

But even though this tax revenue 
comes from our forest lands, our Town 
government has not been putting any 
of this Timber Tax money back into 
the forest lands in terms of programs to 
benefi t the forests. 

The Conservation Commission pro-
poses to change that just a bit. We pro-
pose to establish the “Working Forests 
Program” with funding from the Tim-
ber Yield Tax, thereby putting a portion 
of the income from the Timber Yield 
Tax back into our forest lands. 

How much? We are suggesting fund-
ing this voluntary forest management 
program based on a formula of 25% of 
the previous year’s Timber Yield Tax, or 
about $10,000 a year. At the end of each 
year, any funds which are not expended 
to help Andover’s forest land owners 
will then be returned to the Town’s gen-
eral fund as surplus.

What would be the return on our in-
vestment in Andover’s forests? We feel 
that better informed forest land owners 
will better manage their forest lands 
for everyone’s benefi t - the private land 
owner as well as the general public. 

We feel that the private forest land 
owner who voluntarily participates in 
this program will benefi t from the pro-
fessional assistance which a professional 
forester can provide, both long term and 
at logging time. And that should come 
back to everyone in our town by helping 
to assure that Andover’s forests will keep 
providing the economic and conservation 
benefi ts to our town for a long time. 

Even the costs of running this pro-
gram will be supported in the form of 

sustained and higher revenues from the 
Timber Yield Tax. As the saying goes: 
“Take from the land and put back into 
the land.” It’s a “win-win” situation 
which benefi ts everybody.
Conservation Survey

But this is just an idea of the Con-
servation Commission at this point. 
Before we go much further with this 
idea, we want to ask you, as a resident 
of Andover, what you think of this pro-
posal. Therefore, you will fi nd a copy 
of a survey about Andover’s forests and 
other natural resources inserted in this 
issue of the Beacon. We would like to 
know what you think ought to be done 
to conserve our natural resources and 
how we might go about doing it.

Please take a couple of minutes to fi ll 
out the survey and return it to the Con-
servation Commission. We will use the 
results of this conservation survey to 
guide us in developing a conservation 
program for our town.

Thanks for your help in developing 
this important program for our town.

Forests  from page 3

road control water fl ow, with the ditches 
lined in many places with rock to keep 
the ditch itself from eroding. Hay bales 
and silt fences surround sensitive areas 
like streams and swales, and hay has 
been spread on large exposed areas like 
log landings. 

But all this earthwork was not with-
out problems. Early in the operation a 
road washed into a small stream. The 
New Hampshire Department of Envi-
ronmental Services got involved and 
made F&R install appropriate water 
bars and other erosion control. DES 
also made F&R remove the silt from the 
stream with a special vacuum.

All this work has created many 
new recreational opportunities on the 
Newman easement. “Cross-country 
skiing is going to be beautiful in here 
now. You could go just about anywhere 
in this 700 acres,” says George Frame. 
We saw signs that horseback riders 
have been enjoying the new trails, and 
George reports that there are many hikes 
now to remote parts of the property that 
were previously nearly inaccessible.

See Logging  on page 11

Logging  from page 2
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735-8111
Hazardous Tree Removal

Views
Clearing
Pruning
Cabling

Fertilization
Stump Grinding

Aerial Bucket Truck

 Insured 20 Years Experience

PLEASANT LAKE VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Brian J. Prescott, V.M.D.
Kristi Gaff, D.V.M.

Elkins, New Hampshire 03233
603 526-6976

By George Packard
Producer, Minta

The movie Waiting for Guffman is about 
the folly and strange beauty of community 
theatre, and, as a cautionary tale, was very 
much on my mind when I made the com-
mitment to Jim Mitchell at MainStreet 
BookEnds more than a year ago to produce 
an original play in Warner. 

I had no experience as a producer, no 
experience with community fundraising, 
and almost no experience with theatre. I 
had never organized a single volunteer 
nor put together a community meeting. 
In short, I wouldn’t have hired me. 

But Jim did, and with little more than 
an idea for the play and several thousand 
dollars in start-up money from the New 
Hampshire Council on the Arts and the 
New Hampshire Charitable Founda-
tion, we wrote some press releases and 
moved boldly on where neither of us 
had ever gone before.

A year later, on November 4, 2004, 
with the help of nearly 100 volunteers 
and fi nancial support from more than 
a dozen businesses and hundreds of in-
dividuals, Minta opened in the Warner 
Town Hall. It was written by Warner 
playwright Leah Burdick and directed 
by Sharon Lajoie from the theatre de-
partment at New England College. 

The story was based on the life of 
an extraordinary woman named Ma-
dame Caroline Gardner Bartlett who 
lived in Warner at the turn of the cen-
tury. Bartlett was an internationally re-
nowned soprano who became involved 
in war relief work in France in 1914, 
was falsely accused of being a German 
spy, and spent much of the rest of her 
life trying to refute the charges. 
An Unqualifi ed Success

Minta ran for four performances at-
tended by some 575 people, and by all 
indications proved to be an unqualifi ed 
success. Many people said it was one 
of the best shows they’d seen. People 
praised the acting, the writing, the set, 
and the directing. Others asked when it 
was going on tour.

As good as the play was, I suspect 
that much of the praise was raised in 
temperature simply because it was 
nothing short of thrilling to see the 

Town Hall transformed and livelied up 
by a big show. 

Dozens of people asked what our 
next show would be, and expressed 
their disappointment when I explained 
that this was it. Just a one-shot deal. 
We got together to do one original play. 
The last curtain call was the end of the 
project, but perhaps not the end of what 
the project will return to the people who 
made it happen.

It took the cast and the stage crew 
just two hours to strike the set Saturday 
night after the fi nal performance, and 
by midnight all physical traces of the 

play had vanished from the Town Hall. 
I sat for a few minutes in the silence of 
that big room, staring with tired eyes at 
the blank stage, emptying my head of 
the tangle of logistics and details that 
had been my burden for months. 

No need now to fi nd a wig dresser 
to set the lead actress’ wig after each 
performance or to track down another 
person to run the sound board after 
the original volunteer had to back out. 
Won’t have to sell any more fundraising 
raffl e tickets, make any more appoint-
ments to speak with possible business 
donors or worry that the lighting rentals 
would break my budget. 

No more e-mail pleas to my volun-
teers for people to build the set or chase 
that particular loveseat that the props 
manager is still looking for. I can drop 
the need to get news releases into the pa-
pers before deadlines, and let go of the 
anxiety about putting together the people 
I need to sell ads for the program guide.

Building Community
As I continued to shed the memories 

of all the challenges we’d faced during 
the year, I suddenly realized I was be-
ginning to think of the people I’d met, 
the people from all over the communi-
ty, and beyond, who hadn’t known each 
other before this project, but who had 
made new connections through their 
work together. 

I could easily remember at least 75 
people whom I met or got to know bet-
ter through the course of the project, and 
could think of another 50 people whom I 
knew I’d introduced to several other peo-
ple as a result of the play. I made a rough 
calculation, guessing that if, on average, 
each of the 100 or so people who were 
most actively involved in the play met an 
average of 5 other folks as a result, that’s 
500 new connections made among peo-
ple in this town during the past year. 

I don’t want to make the claim that all 
of those people have become insepara-
ble friends, or that any star-crossed lov-
ers met their match in Minta, but I feel 
that if it did nothing else for the town, 
this project served us all very well in-
deed by deepening and broadening our 
sense of community, knitting us a little 
closer together, showing us a bit more 
about who we are and what we can be.

It will be interesting to see if from 
this project somebody fi nds the inspi-
ration to do another show. The empty 
stage in the Warner Town Hall seemed 
almost bereft that late Saturday night at 
the end of the run. I haven’t heard any 
rumors yet, but I do know that one nine-
year-old girl told me this was the fi rst 
play she’d ever seen, and that she had 
never known how cool it could be, and 
that she was going to do everything she 
could to get on stage herself, as soon as 
possible.

Break a leg, I told her.

The 120-plus voice Pemigewasset 
Choral Society has scheduled its 2004 
holiday concert series for three com-
munities around the Lakes Region in 
early December. This year’s annual 
series also includes a special guest 
performance at the Claremont Opera 
House.

Directed and accompanied by Plym-
outh State University music professor 
Robert F. Swift and his wife, Margot 
W. Swift, the Pemi Choral Society will 
sing an array of classical, contemporary, 
sacred, and seasonal selections and will 
be joined by its special guest, the White 
Mountains String Quartet.

The concert series begins with a 4 
PM performance on Sunday, Decem-
ber 6 at St. Paul’s Catholic Church in 
Franklin. The series continues at 7:30 
PM on the following Thursday, Decem-
ber 9 at Our Lady of The Lakes Church 
in Lakeport.

On Saturday, December 11 the choir 
will travel to Claremont and will sing 
in the renovated, historic Claremont 
Opera House at 7 PM. The fourth and 
fi nal concert is scheduled for 3 PM 
on Sunday, December 12 in the Silver 
Cultural Arts Center in Plymouth.

All concerts are open to the public, 
with admission by donation in Frank-
lin, Lakeport, and Plymouth. Ticket 
information for the Claremont perfor-
mance is available by calling the Opera 
House Box Offi ce at 542-4433 or online 
at www.claremontoperahouse.com.

This December series features cho-
ruses from the well-known “Messiah” 
by 18th century German-born English 
composer, George Handel, as well as 
selections by six contemporary Ameri-
can composers.

Making Of Minta Builds Community

Kendra West-Senor (l) and Sue Schott 
(r) in Minta Photo by Richard Senor

Pemi Choral Society

Happy Holidays!
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MARSHALL’S GARAGE
HIGH-TECH CAPABILITIES

OLD-FASHIONED SERVICE & QUALITY

Save time and lower your stress! Have 
your vehicles repaired and serviced by 
local experts. Only ASE Certifi ed and 
ASE Master Technicians with state-of-
the-art equipment work on your vehi-
cle. SUVs are our specialty.

Free loaner cars or courtesy shuttle

For an appointment: 526-6231 or
Dave@MarshallsGarage.com

Across the road from 
Elkins Beach on 
Pleasant Lake

Visit our Web site at 
MarshallsGarage.com for 

discount coupons and 
car care tips
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By Rich Gross
Andover Fish and Game Club

The Andover Fish and Game Club 
was started in 1933 and is one of the old-
est fi sh and game clubs in New Hamp-
shire. Anyone can join, and member-
ships are currently $10 a year.  

Each year we have various fund rais-
ers, events for kids and members alike, 
and community-minded projects. We 
have a Beef Barbeque and Chinese auc-
tion, a Turkey Raffl e, and other raffl es 
that help us make money to have the 
events for the kids and the members. 
Money is also needed for general ex-
penses, upkeep, and improvements to 
the clubhouse in East Andover.

We also have an ice fi shing derby in 
the winter and a fi shing derby for the kids 
in the spring. We also have a member-
guest ice fi shing derby. We send three 

kids to the Barry Conservation Camp in 
Berlin in the summer for a week.

We have a rabies clinic, a deer pool 
with prizes for the largest bucks taken 
during deer season, and an Adopt-A-
Highway stretch of road that we clean 
up on Route 11 from Horseshoe Pond to 
Highland Lake. We have informational 
speakers and seminars about a wide 
range of topics. We have also assisted 
the local game wardens in a variety of 
ways. We have use of the Elkins Fish 
and Game Club’s shooting and archery 
ranges if you belong to our club.

 Our meetings are the last Tuesday of 
each month at 7:30 PM at the Andover 
Fish and Game Clubhouse in East 
Andover by the Highland Lake chan-
nel.  If you have any questions, or if you 
would like to join our club, call Steve 
Smith at 735-5717.

By Allan Houle
Andover Snowmobile Club

December is the month when we look 
forward to the trails opening and getting 
in some riding. I know that I am looking 
forward to a winter with plenty of snow.

The Andover Snowmobile Club has 
been busy getting our trails in shape 
and getting the groomer fl eet ready. We 
maintain more than 80 miles of trails, 
and this takes a lot of volunteers. There 
is always something to do with trail 
signing, bridge work, and trail clean up. 
Then the snow comes, and you need to 
keep the trails nice and fl at.

Last year I had the good fortune to 
accompany one of our groomer opera-
tors on his evening rounds and got quite 
an education. It takes a lot of skill and 
patience to operate these big machines. 
We are truly blessed to have people who 
volunteer their time to these efforts.

I would like to thank this year’s 
groomer crew: Mike Donnelly, George 

Burdick, Steve Rosen, and John Elliot. 
These guys really do a great job keep-
ing the trails groomed.
Get Ready For Spaghetti

Next month we will host our annual 
Italian Buffet. This event is very popu-
lar, and we usually fi ll up the gymnasi-
um at the Andover Elementary/Middle 
School with hungry patrons. We also 
have a penny sale, with all the proceeds 
going to Easter Seals.

Mark your calendar! It will be held 
on Saturday, January 29 from 5 PM to 
6:30 PM. We will also be awarding the 
2005 Ski-Doo MXZ 550 REV to some 
lucky winner at this event. Tickets are 
still available and can be purchased from 
club members or at any of the locations 
where the sled is on display, or you can 
contact Lance Demers at 735-6496.

The Andover Snowmobile Club 
would like to wish everyone a very 
Happy Holiday Season and prosperous 
New Year.

Snowmobile Club Ready For Snow Andover Fish & Game Keeps Busy

New Hampshire’s hunters can help 
the less fortunate this season by sharing 
their fall harvest with the Hunt for the 
Hungry Program. Donations of whole 
or processed game animals are being 
collected by the New Hampshire Food 
Bank of Manchester, which distributes 
food to more than 270 food pantries, 
soup kitchens, homeless shelters and 
group homes statewide.

Last year, Hunt for the Hungry took 
in more than 1,000 pounds of donated 
deer, bear, moose, duck and other game 
meat. The program offers packaging 
instructions and can pick up your meat 
donation.

“Wild game has historically pro-
vided a source of food to hunters, their 
families and their communities,” said 
Lee E. Perry, executive director of the 
New Hampshire Fish and Game De-
partment. “This program is a great way 

for hunters to give back to their com-
munities by providing needy families 
with food to help them get through the 
winter.”

“We thank New Hampshire’s hunt-
ers!” says Michele Garron, the food 
bank’s operations manager. A hunter 
herself, Garron hopes to be successful 
in the fi eld this season so she can con-
tribute some venison to the program. 
She noted that deer meat is both deli-
cious and healthful -- high in protein 
and low in fat. “These donations from 
hunters make a real difference for the 
needy in our state.” 

The approaching holiday season is 
an important time to contribute to the 
Food Bank, but donations are in demand 
throughout the year, according to Garron. 

To donate game meat to Hunt for the 
Hungry, call the New Hampshire Food 
Bank at 669-9725. 

Hunters Help New Hampshire’s Hungry

pecially if they’re not used, these roads 
will just go away,” George said.

Fortin and Redmond has done an 
excellent job in preparing to leave the 
site. It is very clean – no litter what-
soever. There’s no sign of spilled fuel, 
bar oil, hydraulic fl uid, etc. They pulled 
out the bridge (the one pictured on the 
front page of the October Beacon) and 
restored both banks of the brook and 
the trail. They seeded and water-barred 
everything. 

They also reshaped the borrow pit to 
an angle of repose that shouldn’t erode 

The challenge, however, is in see-
ing that the new uses are all appropri-
ate uses. Enforcing what goes on in the 
woods is notoriously diffi cult, so the 
attractive new access to the Newman 
easement presents a challenge for the 
community.

Another issue we discussed is the fact 
that these roads weren’t built to last. The 
borrow pit on the property didn’t have 
good road material, so the roads can get 
very muddy. Nor were they built with a 
good base – there are lots of rocks and 
logs and treetops under the road. “Es-

Logging  from page 9

See Logging  on page 16

As of Sunday, November 14, fi ve 
days into the fi rearms season, New 
Hampshire’s hunters have registered 
7,101 deer statewide, 10% more than 
last year at this point in the season. 

According to Kent Gustafson, deer 
project leader for New Hampshire 
Fish and Game, a bit of snow in some 
portions of southern New Hampshire 
likely contributed to hunter success in 
those areas.

The fi rearms season continues 
through December 5 statewide. Check 
the 2004-05 New Hampshire Hunting 
Digest for additional dates and details.

Deer Season 10% Ahead Of 2003

Belknap - 433
Carroll - 394
Cheshire - 763
Coos - 611
Grafton - 851

Hillsborough - 1186
Merrimack - 694
Rockingham - 1261
Strafford - 504
Sullivan - 404

Deer kill by county, fi rst fi ve days
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Highland Lake Inn
BED & BREAKFAST

Do you have guests arriving for the 
holidays, and just aren’t sure where 

they’re all going to sleep? • Or maybe you 
have friends that come to see you every 
year, but the cabin gets a li  le small a  er 
a few days. • Let us take care of those 
problems for you. • We are currently 
taking holiday reservations, or can sell 
you a Gi   Certifi cate that will make the 
perfect gi   for next year. • Call us or visit 
our Web site to place an order securely.  

Let us take good care of your family and friends!

Steve Hodges
Highland Lake Inn

PO Box 164
E Andover NH 03231

603 735-6426
HighlandLakeInn@msn.com
HighlandLakeInn.com

Andover Residents: 
10% Discount on 
Gi   Certifi cates 

ordered 
by Dec 15th!

ANDOVER
CONGREGATIONAL

CHURCH
On the hill, beside the 
road in East Andover

All are Ministers
John J. Wagner, Pastor

Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service, December 24 at 7 PM

Sunday Morning Worship &
Sunday School at 9:30 AM

Childcare provided

All are welcome!
735-5160

VISIT OUR NEW HOME!

The Halsey Building
107 Newport Road, New London

Lake Sunapee Region 
Visiting Nurse Association

O P E N   H O U S E
Tuesday, December 7, 2004

3:30  -  5:30 p.m.

STOP BY TO MEET OUR STAFF
& TAKE A TOUR!

Your Health, Your Home, Our Care

By Judith E. Evans
Andover Congregational Church

“Come, ye thankful people, come...” 
People gathered at the Andover Con-
gregational Church on Thanksgiving 
Eve to sing praises to God and worship 
together. The service included special 
music and sharing of blessings. Even 
in these troubled times, people have 
much for which to be grateful and the 
signs of God’s love and fellowship 
with friends are among our most pre-
cious blessings.

Sherri Dow reports that a group of 
people from our church went to the 
Peabody Nursing Home in Franklin 
and sang hymns with the residents. 
They requested that the group come 
back and in December they will return 
to the nursing home. The group from 
our church and the residents will sing 
“Happy Birthday to Jesus” and share a 
birthday cake together.

On November 21  David Benson of 
East Andover led the morning worship.  
He and his wife Diane, known as db 
Ministries, presented  a concert in the 
evening which was enjoyed by church 
family members, friends and guests 
from surrounding churches.

December will be a busy time, prepar-
ing for the celebration of Christ’s birth. 
We all get “busy” at this time of year, 
but let us never forget the real meaning 
of Christmas or allow the commercial-
ism to take over our daily living. 

Make A Gift Of Your Time
The gift of time is a wonderful pres-

ent to give and receive –a phone call just 
to say, “I’m thinking of you,” a note in 
the mail, a visit to a shut-in, an extra sto-
ry read to a little one at bedtime, really 
listening to a teenager, making a special 
meal for your spouse. Consider the gift of 
time as you prepare your shopping list.

We will have our traditional Angel 
Tree from which people can take names 
of children and what they would like 
for Christmas. Gifts will be bought and 
given to these children in the names of 
parents who are in prison.

The Sunday School will present 
their program on December 19th dur-
ing morning worship. That evening we 
will meet at the church at 6 PM to go 
caroling around town. We invite you to 
join us in this special event. It’s always 
so inspiring to sing to shut-ins and the 
elderly. This will be followed by fellow-
ship and refreshments.

The annual Christmas Eve Candle-
light Service will begin at 7 PM. Please 
join us for this time of singing of carols 
and hearing from God’s Word the story 
of Jesus’ birth.

“Come and worship, come and wor-
ship, worship Christ the newborn King!”

Come as you are and worship with 
us. We welcome you to all the services 
and wish you a Merry Christmas. May 
God bless you and yours at this time 
and all throughout the new year.

Andover Congregational Church
By Dana Darling
Wilmot Congregational Church 
Search Committee

After a 20-month search, the Wilmot 
Congregational Church voted enthusias-
tically to accept the recommendation of 
the church’s 
Search Com-
mittee. Rev-
erend Robert 
Curry, 64, 
started serv-
ing the con-
gregation on 
October 31st.

Rev. Cur-
ry replaces 
Rev. Charles 
“Chuck” Higgins, who served the 
church for eight years and retired in 
June 2002.

Bob brings to Wilmot a wealth of ex-
perience, an open, personable personal-
ity, and a strong Christian faith.

New Minister At Wilmot Church 

Rev. Robert Curry

in biology, and then attended Harvard 
Medical School to gain her M.D.. She 
did her residency in Family Practice at 
the UMass Medical Center in Worces-
ter. Dr. Schneider has been Board Cer-
tifi ed in Family Practice since 1981 
and was granted a certifi cate of added 
qualifi cation in Adolescent Medicine in 
2003. She is an Adjunct Associate Pro-

Over the past 42 years, Bob has 
served seven churches in New England 
as a minister. These include Kensing-
ton, Newport, Keene, and Exeter in 
New Hampshire; Waterville, Maine; 
Framingham, Massachussetts; and Rut-
land, Vermont.

Bob and his wife Carole love outdoor ac-
tivities. They bike, canoe, kayak, fi sh, hike, 
garden, and occasionally lead a two-week 
walking tour in the Scottish Highlands.

Carole is a Home Economics teacher 
by profession, but these days has her 
own small business of antique dress and 
fabric restoration.

Their son Timothy, a professional 
contractor in New Hampton, New 
Hampshire, has built Bob and Carole a 
post and beam home in New Hampton. 
Bob will commute to the church in 
Wilmot two or three days a week.

The Wilmot Congregational Church 
is located on North Wilmot Road off 
Rt. 4A and welcomes new members. 

fessor of Family and Community Med-
icine at Dartmouth Medical School.

During her 22 years of practicing 
medicine in New Hampshire Dr. Sch-
neider has also served as a school phy-
sician for Tilton School and is presently 
the Medical Director of Health Services 
at Proctor Academy. She is an active 
member of the New Hampshire Acad-
emy of Family Physicians and the New 
Hampshire delegate to the American 
Academy of Family Physicians.

Dr. Schneider will open her new offi ce 
as a solo practitioner at 8 Lawrence Street 
in Andover. The practice will include pe-
diatrics, women’s health care, and gen-
eral internal medicine. Joining Dr. Sch-
neider as her Medical Offi ce Assistant 
will be Debi Sanborn, an area resident. 
You may know Debi from her years on 
the Andover Rescue Squad or from the 
Village Line Market in Elkins. 

Dr. Schneider, a 23-year resident of 
East Andover, currently lives here with 
her four children. She is excited about 
working close to her home, serving the 
citizens of Andover and surrounding 
communities. For more information 
please feel free to call Dr. Schneider or 
Debi at 735-4363.

Doctor  from page 1
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HOLIDAY MOTHER-DAUGHTER SPECIAL
Buy a Pfaff, get one free.

Get a free Pfaff Hobby 1016 sewing machine 
with the purchase of a selected Pfaff sewing machine or serger.

Custom embroidery available - see what we have to offer!
Bring us your holiday wish list before our special Dec 10 Husband/

Friend Shopping Night and get what you really want this year.

Thank You! 
Thank You!

To All The People Who 
Made Shannon Jolley’s

Spaghetti 
Dinner

such a success. 
Thank you for your 

generosity and support.

Thanks!

Brenda McDonald 
& the AE/MS staff

Please Donate
The Beacon relies on your support.

By Gillian Smith and Diane Rice
As Winter approaches we look for-

ward to the brisk, bright days, the beauty 
of new-fallen snow, and foods that come 
into their own after a summer of lighter 
fare. Pulses, the seeds of the leguminous 
plant, include the humble bean, prized 
for its nutrition and economy.

All beans, peas and lentils, contribute 
valuable fi ber, minerals, proteins, and 
most of the vitamins we need. No won-
der the old expression “full of beans” 
denotes vigor, vitality, and energy.

Pulses range from the familiar red kid-
ney bean through navy beans, pinto beans, 
adzuki beans, soy beans, and many others 
to red, green, and brown lentils, split peas, 
and chick peas (garbanzo beans).

Theories vary widely as to the length 
of time required to prepare dried beans 
as well as how to avoid their well-
known side effects. A few tips: small 
beans, such as split peas and the color-
ful lentils, require no soaking. Just sort 
through them, rinse well, and cook ac-
cording to directions.

The larger the bean, the greater the 
variety in technique. Some say soak over-
night, drain, add fresh water, and simmer 
till done. Some add salt during cooking, 
but others think salt toughens the bean.

The bottom line seems to be that 
some soaking, whatever the method, is 
preferable. One tip for sure: Always rinse 
canned beans, whatever their size. This 
surely rules out any digestive problems.

Recipes abound for using the ubiq-
uitous beans. They range from summer 
salads to hearty soups and comforting 
winter casseroles. They can be used 
alone, with greens, or with meat. There 
are even a few dessert recipes that in-
clude beans as an ingredient.

Here is a recipe that offers high value 
both in taste and nutrition.  Enjoy!

Slow Cooker Cassoulet
New York Times, January, 2003

Serves 4-6
2 lb. small white beans, like navy or pea
4 cloves crushed garlic and 1 tbsp. 

minced garlic
1 medium onion, chopped
2 carrots, peeled
2 cups peeled and chopped tomatoes 

with their juice (canned are fi ne)
3 or 4 sprigs fresh thyme or ½ tsp. 

dried thyme
2 bay leaves
¼  lb. bacon or salt pork, in one piece
4 sweet Italian sausages, about ¾ lb.
1 lb. boneless pork shoulder
2 duck legs (available at Cricenti’s 

and Market Basket)
Chicken or beef stock as needed
Salt and freshly ground pepper to taste
1 cup plain bread crumbs (optional)
Chopped fresh parsley for garnish
1) Combine beans, crushed garlic, 

onion, carrots, tomatoes, thyme, bay 
leaves, and meats in a slow cooker and 
turn heat to high. (If you like, brown 
duck legs and sausage before adding.) 
Add stock to cover by 2 inches. Cover 
and cook until beans and meats are ten-
der, 5 hours on high, 7 or more on low.

2) When done, add salt and pepper to 
taste, along with minced garlic. If you 
like, you can remove the cassoulet from 
the slow cooker and place it in a deep 
casserole; cover with bread crumbs, and 
roast at 400 degrees until bread crumbs 
brown, about 15 minutes.

3) Garnish with chopped parsley.
Visit the Beacon’s Web site for two 

more delicious recipes using beans at: 
AndoverBeacon.com/0412/Beans.htm

Enjoying The Humble Bean

By Heather Hill
AE/MS School Nurse and Health 
Educator

Shannon Jolley is a six-year-old fi rst 
grade student at AE/MS who suffers 
from a rare type of cancer called retino-
blastoma.  Shannon fi rst had cancer at 
18 months old, when she had her right 
eye removed due to the cancer. Shannon 
now has retinoblastoma in her left eye.  

Doctors are working hard to pre-
serve her limited eyesight as well as 
cure her cancer.  Shannon and her fam-
ily must travel to Philadelphia to the 
children’s hospital where she receives 
a specialized medical treatment to her 
eye. Shannon will have to miss several 
school days over the next two years to 
undergo this treatment. 

Shannon and her parents also have 
to travel to Dartmouth Hitchcock Medi-
cal Center where she undergoes chemo-
therapy every three weeks. 

Shannon is facing two years of treat-
ments for her cancer. Shannon also re-
quires medications for pain and for side 
effects from the chemotherapy. 

The cost of her treatments is enor-
mous and, unfortunately, more than 
the family can possibly manage, even 
with health insurance coverage.   There 
have been several fundraising events 

throughout the community that will 
help defray a portion of the cost.

Brenda McDonald, who works in 
the AE/MS cafeteria, organized an 
outstanding community spaghetti din-
ner last month. With the support of the 
AE/MS staff and other community 
members there over $3,000 was raised 
to benefi t Shannon. 

There are currently quilt and jewelry 
raffl es, a local food drive, and donation 
containers at the local stores to help in 
this cause.  The family has also set up 
a fund for Shannon’s medical expenses 
at the Lake Sunapee Bank.  Anyone in-
terested in making a donation can either 
drop it by the bank or mail it to: 

The Shannon Jolley Fund
Lake Sunapee Bank
193 Main Street
PO Box 274
Andover NH 03216
The family of Shannon Jolley would 

like to extend their warmest thanks to 
the community for their continued sup-
port as we embrace Shannon in this 
journey. 

Brenda McDonald cooks spaghetti 
for Shannon’s benefi t dinner.
 Photo by Charlie Darling

Community 
Rallies To Help 
Shannon Jolley

Ce l e b r a t e !
The Beacon needs your help gathering 
news of all our friends and neighbors 
- births, graduations, marriages, an-

niversaries, honors, and other notable 
events. To help or to share news, 

call Charlie at 735-6099
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Andover Service Club 

Thrift Shop
Recycled clothing 

for the whole family

Our Hours
Tuesday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Wednesday 3 - 7 p.m.
Thursday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

We are located behind the 
Andover Town Hall

and welcome 
your donations, 

your consignments, 
and you!

FLORIST & UNIQUE GIFTS
526-2401

1-888-526-2401

New London Shopping Center
LOCAL DELIVERY

Mon.-Fri. 9-6 Sat. 9-4 Closed Sunday
Family Owned & Operated

Santa & his elves
 have been busy at Christie’s!

They’ve been gathering
unique holiday gifts 

and decorations
to make your home 

shimmer for the holidays!
Winter Colonial Candles

Merry Meyer Stuffed Toys
Collectible Department 56 Kringles

Holiday Garlands, Cards, & 
Cocktail Napkins

Dreamtime Herbal Pillows & Wraps
Custom Holiday Silk Arrangements

Order your 
Holiday Arrangements 

and 
Table Centerpieces now!

-We deliver to Andover-

Laurie Bride of Wilmot, a Registered 
Nurse, has been awarded certifi cation 
as a Wound Specialist (CWS).  Lau-
rie has been an employee of the Lake 
Sunapee Region Visiting Nurse Asso-
ciation (LSRVNA) for ten years and has 
more than fi ve years’ direct experience 
in wound care and prevention.  

In order to take this national exam, 
Laurie completed fi fty course hours as 
well as a three-year independent study. 
With this certifi cation, Laurie will be 
able to work more closely with physi-
cians and facilities to develop wound 
care protocols and preventative care.  

With Laurie’s knowledge of the lat-
est advanced technology, the number 
of home visits needed to care for a pa-
tient’s wound has decreased from daily 
to three times each week.  This gives 
the patient more freedom and less ex-
pense, and gives the wound more time 
to heal.  

LSRVNA provides wound care to 
patients of all ages and includes educa-
tion regarding nutrition and prevention. 
As a CWS, Laurie brings a new level of 
expertise to patients and to the agency.

By Barbara Freeman
The November 22 issue of Newsweek 

was special for our family. Both of our 
sons (and our dog!) had their photos in 
the magazine. Newsweek did a special 
center section about four members of 
the US Ski Team. Our son, Kris Free-
man, was one of the athletes profi led.

The article tells about how he got 
started cross-country skiing here in 
Andover and how, as the younger of our 
sons, he was always very competitive 
with his older brother, Justin.

Today, both Kris and Justin are on 
the National Cross Country Ski Team. 
It is Kris, however, who gets most of the 
press. This is probably because he is not 
only the fastest skier on the team, but he 
also has Type I (juvenile) diabetes.
Olympic Hopeful

Andover has had an active Bill Koch 
Nordic Ski Program for many years. 
Our boys got their start in skiing as a 
part of this program. Bill Koch raced 
back in the ‘80s and is this country’s 

most famous cross-country skier.
Now Kris is being compared to 

Bill Koch. He already has skied in one 
Olympics and is planning on participat-
ing in the 2006 Olympics in Turino, 
Italy. We hope to be there, too, cheering 
on both of our sons.

Right now the US Ski Team is in 
Europe competing in World Cup races. 
They will be home for Christmas, and 
then back to Europe for more races. In 
February we will cheer on the team 
in Oberstdorf, Germany, at the World 
Championship Races.
Twice In One Month

Actually, Kris has been in Newsweek 
twice this month. The fi rst time was in 
the November 8 issue in a section about 
diabetes.

And the other day I turned on the radio 
and heard, “Hello, this is Kris Freeman…” 
He was talking about diabetes and how he 
takes care of himself. He wants to dem-
onstrate that a person with diabetes can 
excel, even in endurance sports.

Andover resident Gracia Marie Brown 
has received a Faculty Scholarship at 
Cedarville University in Ohio. Faculty 
Scholarships go to fi rst-year students 
with high ACT/SAT scores and a cumu-
lative high school grade point average of 
3.0 or higher. This renewable scholarship 
ranges from $1,000 to $2,200.

Gracia is a senior at Proctor Acad-
emy and plans to major in music edu-
cation. She is the daughter of Tom and 
Pam Brown of Andover.

Located in Cedarville, Ohio, Ce-
darville University is an accredited, 
Christ-centered, Baptist university of 
arts, sciences, professional, and gradu-
ate programs. 

By Margo Coolidge
Andover Service Club

The Andover Service Club Thrift 
Shop is a nonprofi t clothing store run 
entirely through the volunteer effort 
of the women of the Andover Service 
Club. It is located next to the Andover 
Elementary/Middle School.

The prime purpose of the thrift shop 
is to raise money for our club’s chari-
table causes, including scholarships for 
Andover students in educational pro-
grams beyond the high school level.  
The shop also provides a convenient 
source of good quality used clothing for 
all ages at a reasonable price.

The shop’s clothing comes from do-
nations and from clothing that we are 
commissioned to sell. To provide a 
good seasonal selection, we change al-
most our entire stock twice a year, in 
April and in September.

The Thrift Shop welcomes dona-
tions of clean clothing in good con-
dition . Your generosity provides, 
eventually, for thousands of dollars in 
scholarship money.

There are many jobs for volunteers, 
and the busiest times are Fall and Spring, 
when so much clothing must be readied 
for sale. Over 30 Service Club members 
donate whatever time they can. With so 
much to do, we are always looking for 
new volunteers.

If you are interested in donating or 
selling your clothing at the shop, or if 
you would like to join the Andover Ser-
vice Club, please stop by or call 735-
5269. We will be glad to answer your 
questions and help you get started. 

The Thrift Shop is open Tuesdays 
and Saturdays from 10 AM until 2 PM, 
Wednesdays from 3 PM to 7 PM, and 
Thursdays from 10 AM to 4 PM.

Gracia Brown Wins 
Faculty Scholarship

Kris Freeman In Newsweek, On Radio

Laurie Bride Receives 
Wound Care Certifi cate

Andover Service Club Thrift Shop

The Blackwater Grange #152 met on November 11. It was reported that dic-
tionaries have been passed out to third-grade students in Andover, Hill, and New 
London. A pot-luck supper is planned for the December 9 meeting at 6:30 PM. 
Each member should bring a main dish and  Christmas cookies for dessert. There 
will be an exchange of gifts.

Members present wish Happy Holidays to all and hope you enjoy the Beacon.
For more information call 735-5582.

Blackwater Grange Plans Pot Luck Supper
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Choose the gift of a warm, 
comfy scarf for those on 

your Christmas list.
SHOP LOCALLY!

Handknits by Judy are available at

Artisan’s Workshop 
in New London 

or call Judy Evans at 735-5331

Handknits
by

Judy

Alan K. Thompson Insurance
For All

Your

Insurance

Needs

PO Box 190  • 10 Lawrence Street
Andover, NH  03216-0190

Ph:  603-735-5339  •  1-800-392-6532
Fax:  603-526-2903

insure@alankthompson.com

your Home

your Auto

your Business

your Finances

your Integrity

your Life

your Health

✔✔
✔✔
✔✔
✔✔
✔✔
✔✔
✔✔

by Joan E. Holleran and Betty Egge
Andover Lions Club

If, as most social scientists contend, 
the success and livability of a place is 
exhibited by the vibrancy and partici-
pation of its organizations in the life of 
the community, then Andover is indeed 
a thriving town. The number of com-
munity-based organizations serving 
Andover is rather startling for a town 
that has changed signifi cantly from a 
small rural farming community to one 
that is growing and taking on more and 
more the character of a suburb.

One community organization which 
has played and continues to play an im-
portant role in our area is the Andover 
Lions Club. Organized fi fty years ago 
with 32 members, the Andover Li-
ons Club has grown to 47 members 
who live not only in Andover, but 
Danbury.
Restoring The Concord Coach

The Andover Lions Club has be-
come an integral part of the community 
from those early days in 1954. One of 
its fi rst projects was the restoration of 
a Concord Stage Coach that had been 
bequeathed to the Club by the Charles 
E. Murphy estate and Mrs. Harry Clark 
and family. The restoration work was 
completed in 1960. The Andover Lions 
Club Concord Coach made its fi rst ap-
pearance in Andover at the Annual 4th 
of July Celebration shortly thereafter.

Annually, the Club contributes to the 
local Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts troops; 
awards three college scholarships; pro-
vides free eye and hearing exams at 
the Andover Elementary and Middle 
School (AE/MS) and Danbury Elemen-
tary School; provides eye glasses for 
needy Andover and Danbury residents; 
distributes holiday food and gift baskets 
to needy residents of both towns; con-
tributes large-print Readers Digest sub-
scriptions to the Andover and Danbury 
Libraries; sponsors a Lions Club Inter-
national Peace Poster contest for area 
middle school students; and conducts a 
quarterly roadside clean up of Route 4 
between Andover and Danbury.
Many Local Projects

In addition to these annual commu-
nity projects, the Andover Lions Club 
over the past several years has built the 
beach house at Highland Lake; donat-
ed $5,000 to the Andover Ambulance 
Fund; built the baseball dugout; provid-
ed a sign for the Andover Little League; 
supported the Andover One-Wheelers’ 
special events; provided a defi brillator 
for the Andover Fire Department; donat-
ed $5,000 to Habitat for Humanity; pro-
vided a “Jaws of Life” and Radio Com-
munication system for the Andover and 
Danbury Fire Departments; provided 
a donation which bought furniture for 
the Danbury Community Center; and 
provided a sound system in the AE/MS 
gym for use by the town.

In 1986, the Club was asked to 
contribute to a fund created to buy a 
new ambulance for the East Andover 

Fire Rescue Squad. Over the course 
of the following three years, the Club 
held a series of special fund rais-
ing events, and in the Fall of 1989, 
the Andover Lions Club presented a 
$12,000 contribution to the Rescue 
Squad’s treasurer.

The Andover Lions Club conducts a 
number of fundraising events over the 
course of the year. The Andover 4th 
of July celebration begins with the Li-
ons Pancake Breakfast. The Club also 
provides the throngs who attend with 
french fries and onion rings.

The Lions Lobster Bake has become 
an August tradition. The Club also par-
ticipates in Musterfi eld Farm Days and 
the Danbury Grange Fair by providing 
food sales. The Andover Lions Club 
Rose Sale in February is an anticipated 
event for local residents…a touch of 
Spring in the middle of a New Hamp-
shire Winter.

For years, Lion Jim Goody has been 
selling Christmas trees in Decem-
ber with the proceeds donated to the 
Andover Lions Club. The annual Penny 
Sale, which was moved to October this 
year, is a well-attended event. Most re-
cently, the Club has added to its events 
listing an April Horse Show held at 3J 
Farm in Danbury.
Detect Vision And Hearing Problems

Andover Lions Club volunteers vis-
ited the Andover Elementary School 
on November 30 and December 1 in 
conjunction with the Lions’ annual free 
screening program for hearing and vi-
sual acuity. The Health Service Board 
of the New Hampshire Lions supplies 
the equipment used. This project is in 
support of the Lions’ world-wide efforts 
for early detection of hearing and vision 
problems in children.

The KidSight program is also run 
by Lions Club members. This program 

By Diane Rice
Andover Service Club

The November meeting of the 
Andover Service Club was fi lled with 
reports of successful undertakings by 
Club members to raise money for the 
Club’s scholarship fund and its many 
other endeavors. 

The Election Day Bake Sale in early 
November was a great success, as was 
the Primary Day Bake Sale in Septem-
ber. At both, eager voters could purchase 
homemade treats as they waited to vote. 

Proceeds from the Primary Day 
Bake Sale were donated to The Andover 
Beacon to help with its start-up costs. 
Proceeds from the Election Day Bake 
Sale will go to the general fund of the 
Club in support of other projects.
Pie Sale a Huge Success

Over one hundred pies, some still 
warm and fresh from the oven, were 
brought by Andover Service Club 
members to the Food Stop in Andover 
to be sold for the benefi t of the Andover 
Service Club’s many projects. Happy 
customers could choose among pecan, 
pumpkin, mince, and apple pies to 

Andover Lions Look Back On 50 Years Of Service

Andover Service Club News
bring to their Thanksgiving table as a 
delicious end to their holiday feast. 

The pie sale is an annual event of the 
Andover Service Club to raise money. 
Many  thanks are given to Food Stop 
for letting it take place there.
Holiday Tree Lighting

Plans were fi nalized regarding the 
Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony, a 
joint venture among many groups in the 
community, which took place on Sun-
day, November 28.

The Club was delighted to welcome a 
new member, Robin Boynton. The Club 
is a wonderful way to meet people in-
volved in community activities.  Please 
call Joan Filon at 735-5349 if you are 
thinking about becoming a member.

Original artwork by Natalie Stafford, 
a former Hallmark artist and now in 
charge of her own company, Echo Hill 
Cards, will be for sale at the Thrift Shop 
during the month of December. Do stop 
by for a look and also peruse the selec-
tion of seasonal apparel for all ages.
Holiday Luncheon At Potter Place Inn

The annual Holiday luncheon will 
be held this year on December 8 at the 
Potter Place Inn, where Chef Giovanni 
Leopardi has planned a special luncheon 
for club members. The Inn was a win-
ner of Wine Spectator’s 2004 Award of 
Excellence. 

The Club thanks all those who sup-
port its many activities and wishes all a 
happy and healthy holiday season.

is most effectively done in day-care 
centers and tests vision in children be-
tween the ages of one and fi ve at no 
cost to the participants.

In 2004, the ownership of the old 
Andover fi re house was transferred to 
the Andover Lions Club. Currently the 
building is being repaired and will be 
used for the storage of various pieces of 
equipment owned by the Club.

At the same time as the Andover 
Lions Club looks back over its 50 
years with pride and satisfaction, it 
continues to be an active and vibrant 
member of the Andover/Danbury 
community dedicated to making posi-
tive contributions to the quality of life 
in our community.

If you are interested in becoming a 
Lion, call Joyce or Bill Egge in Danbury 
at 768-5543; Bill Leber in Andover at 
735-5144; or Ron Evans in Andover at 
735-5331.
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By Nelson Lebo
Proctor Environmental Program

I worked this summer on two dozen 
timbers lying in my back yard waiting 
to become a barn. The majority were 
salvaged two years ago from a house 
torn down on Old College Road, but 
there are also three beams I cut, limbed, 
and hewed by hand.

Getting all my information about 
timberframing from a book just was not 
fulfi lling. So I hit the road to meet some 
Andover residents with experience at 
post and beam construction.
Bob Hurlburt

The fi rst I met was Bob Hurlburt, who 
lives on Main Street just west of Andover 
Village. You may have noticed the barn 
he has been building over the last couple 
of years. I’ve been eager to get a closer 
look and this was my chance.

Although Bob has been building pro-
fessionally for just four years, he has a 
lifetime of experience on which to draw. 
That experience is refl ected in the attrac-
tive design and tight joints of the barn.

Originally planned as a much larger 
building, Bob found that working only on 
weekends stretched the project too long. 
From cutting and milling the lumber 
himself to driving the last peg, he saw the 
process through from stump to cupola.

“I just like the look of timberframes,” 
he answered in response to my question 
on why use this construction technique. 
“Although I’d only use timberframe for 
cold buildings.”

He went on to tell me that he’s 
worked on a lot of old post and beam 
houses and has always been impressed 
with their strength and stamina, but la-
mented the fact that we no longer get 
those beautiful large logs with tight 
rings and hardly a knot.
Eric Johnson

Perhaps he could strike a long-term 
deal with timberframer turned forest 
manager Eric Johnson. Eric’s career 
shift came after three years of working 
with experienced joiner Steve Manning. 
Eric and his wife Heide initially hired 
Steve to build their home on Tucker 
Mountain Road. Eric left a teaching job 
to work alongside Steve on that project 
and caught the bug.

“It’s the appeal of exposed fram-
ing. You see the way a house is put to-
gether.” When asked why he and Heide 
chose post and beam construction, Eric 
explained, “We wanted an open-con-
cept downstairs. You can get that with 
timber frame.” He went on to add, “The 
exposed wood is phenomenal.”
Toby Locke

This attraction to beauty and crafts-
manship is common among timber-
framers, including Andover’s only full-
time joiner, Toby Locke. Toby began 
his work on frames a few evenings a 
week while working days with builder 
Donald “Duke” Evans. As one evening 
a week turned into three, Toby admits 
his day job suffered.

Recognizing this newfound passion 
for an old time technique, Duke told 
Toby to go for it. That was 1985 and 
Toby has not looked back since.

The style fi ts Toby’s work ethic, 
creativity, and attention to detail. “I’ve 
always wanted to be an artist,” he told 
me. Many who have seen his frames 
would say he is one. “My frames are al-
most like kids. While I’m building it’s 
my house, and when I go back to see a 
frame I’m so proud. I get a rush when I 
walk in the door.”

An admitted perfectionist, Toby 
claims the reason he’s never made a lot 
of money timberframing is that, “I’d 
rather have the work look good than 
the worksheet look good.” His belief 
in quality and his creative energy have 
gained him a fi ne reputation of which 
he is rightly proud.

Although Toby has a number of proj-
ects underway at the moment, he is par-
ticularly excited about a “frame inside 
a frame” job in a Gilford restaurant. He 
told me the owner has given him a cer-
tain level of artistic license to include 
woodcarving in the job.
Andy Prokosch

So here’s a quiz: Are the terms “tim-
berframe” and “post and beam” inter-
changeable? Andy Prokosch will tell 
you they are not. So when is post and 
beam not timberframe? Andy will tell 
you when it’s a Shelter-Kit.

Following a family building project 
in the late 1960’s, Andy started Shel-

ter-Kit Incorporated in 1970. I drove 
to Tilton to visit Andy in the old brick 
mill along the Merrimack River where 
he has been designing and pre-cutting 
structures for nearly a quarter century.

“Our basic premise is to design a 
structure that can be assembled by two 
amateurs,” says Andy. He went on to 
explain that the use of power tools and 
lifting equipment are unnecessary. His 
brochure states, “No more than two 
people of average strength are needed 
to carry any bundle of materials or lift 
any piece of lumber.”

Using a scale model of the popular 
Barn-House design, Andy pointed out 
how dimensional lumber can be com-
bined to carry the weight of the building 
similar to post and beam. This eliminates 

the need for heavy timbers and carefully 
crafted mortise and tenon joints.

Posts consist of southern yellow pine 
6x6s with 2x6 spruce “ledgers” nailed 
to two or three sides. The “beams,” or 
headers in this case, are 2x10 southern 
yellow pine for the fi rst fl oor and “dou-
ble 2x12 with 2x10 top plate spruce.”

As his Web site points out, Andy’s 
designs “all use post and beam framing 
systems that encourage a wide variety 
of owner-inspired fl oorplans and per-
mit almost unlimited door and window 
placement.”

While a purist may argue with An-
dy’s claim to post and beam, I found his 
system fascinating.

For more information about Shelter-
Kit visit www.ShelterKit.com.

By Peter Southworth
Andover Outing Club

The Andover Outing Club (AOC) 
Dinner, held Saturday, November 20 
at the Proctor dining hall, was a huge 
success due to the work of parents and 
young skiers. 

Nearly one hundred people showed 
their support for the AOC and enjoyed a 
meal of boneless rib eye beef and make-

your-own sundaes. 
Door prizes, a silent auction, and a 

commemoration of AOC coach Tim 
Norris and AOC organizer Marianne 
Fairall highlighted the night to benefi t 
Andover’s young cross-country skiers 
and jumpers.  

The AOC thanks contributing local 
businesses and Proctor Academy for 
support of the dinner. 

Local Builders Like Post & Beam

Bill Leber (standing, center) presents commendations to Marianne Fairall 
(l) and Tim Norris (r) at the AOC Rib Eye Dinner. Photo by Ben Severance

Outing Club Starts Season With Rib Eye Feast
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Free Estimates • Overall Paint Jobs • Insurance Claims

Tom Heath
8 Stewart Street • Andover, NH 03216

735-4360 or 735-5054

Cars, Trucks, Snowmobiles, Bikes and more...Cars, Trucks, Snowmobiles, Bikes and more...

too much. George’s comment: “To me, 
this came out very, very well. I was 
pleased to see this.” 

But as Bob Ward pointed out, the 
mineral layers won’t regenerate that 
well. “These are highly erodable soils. 
It looks nice now, but you wonder what 
it will look like in the springtime. Ev-
erything’s going to get the water test 
soon,” said Bob.
Changes To The Forest

As far as the forest itself goes, the 
best news is that F&R implemented a 
better plan than their original diam-
eter-limit cut, which would have taken 
everything above a certain diameter. 

But according to George, the plan 
they implemented certainly wasn’t the 
best plan for the forest. “We don’t have 
a diameter-limit cut here,” said George, 
“but we do have something that’s very 
close to what I would call a ‘value-max-

Logging  from page 11 imized’ cut. Their intent was to get as 
much money as they could, within the 
context of the approved plan. And I 
think that’s happened.”

The cut took much of the best timber 
and left standing much of the less-valu-
able timber. Managing the forest for 
its long-term health and productivity 
would have removed more of the less-
healthy and less-valuable stems, mak-
ing room for more high-value stems. 

George told us, “To me, you always 
start with [cutting] the worst stuff to 
provide room for something that’s got 
more potential. I will say that they did 
leave some of it. When they got to the 
west side of the brook there’s a lot more 
oak in the 14” to 16” diameter class left, 
which I was really pleased with.”

The forest certainly benefi ts from the 
fact that there was very little whole-tree 
harvesting. Throughout most of the op-
eration, the delimber stripped the limbs 

See Logging  on page 17
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DAN’S 
PHARMACY
Professional Service With A Personal Touch

436 Central Street
Franklin
934-2550

Sophia M. Lessard, R.Ph
Ronald R. Lessard, R.Ph

• Personal Medication Counseling
• Computerized Prescription Service
• Convalescent Sales & Rentals
• Most Insurance Plans Accepted

Country Pine Furniture &
TownLine Outdoor Furniture

CHRISTMAS TREES
&

WREATHS

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL!
Visit our showroom & gift shop for lots of 

ideas for gifts for young and old.
Route 11 &  TownLineOutdoorFurniture.com 735-5778
Pancake Road, Andover U-Haul Rentals Open 7 Days

OBITUARIES
BARBARA A. (WATSON) 
CARSON BREWSTER,  73, of 
Potter Place in Andover, died Novem-
ber 6 at Concord Hospital. Graveside 
services were held at Forest Hill Cem-
etery in East Derry. 

Born in 1931 in Boston, Barbara 
was the daughter of John Henry and 
Florence Evelyn (Grover) Watson. She 
grew up in Medford, Massachusetts 
and moved to Derry in 1949 when she 
married Russell James Carson. Barbara 
graduated from New Hampshire Col-
lege with a degree in accounting and re-
ceived a certifi cate in fi nancial college 
planning from American College. 

Barbara was active in the town af-
fairs of Derry for more than 30 years. 
She was past treasurer of Derry Village 
Improvement Association, past trea-
surer of Derry Visiting Nurses Asso-
ciation, and past president of Alexander-
Eastman Hospital Auxiliary, where she 
was an active member for 25 years. She 
was on the board of trustees for the Al-
exander-Eastman Hospital for 15 years 
and was secretary to the board for 10 of 
these years. She was also on the build-
ing committee for South Range School. 

In 1960, Barbara was co-chairman 
of the “Alan Shepard Parade,” honoring 
Shepard as the fi rst man in space. This 
was the biggest parade held in Derry’s 
history. She was area chairman in 1964 
for the towns of Derry, Salem, Chester, 
Windham, and Londonderry, working 
hard to keep a hospital in Derry with the 
closing of the old Eastman Hospital. In 
1987, she was founder of BAC Account-
ing Association and Financial Services 
for American College Planning Service. 

Barbara was also a member of the 
volunteer Council on Aging in New 
London, the Andover Historical Society, 
the Andover Service Club, the Kearsarge 
Bee Keepers, and the New Hampshire 
and Green Mountain Round Tables. 

Barbara is survived by her husband, 
Richard Brewster of Potter Place in 
Andover, four children, eight grand-
children, a brother, and a sister. She was 
predeceased by another brother. 

LARRY W. FRENCH,  59, of 
Bridge Road in Andover, died November 
22, 2004 at Franklin Regional Hospital. 
He was born in Keene, the son of Ernest 
W. and Valerie (Desrosiers) French. He 
lived most of his life in Andover.

Larry was an equipment opera-
tor and self-employed logger for many 
years. He raced cars at Breyer’s Motor 
Sports Park in Loudon (now NHIS) 
where he won many championships. He 
was part owner of his son’s race car and 
was crew chief for him.

Larry was a member of the Eastern 
Draft Horse Association and pulled 
draft horses and more recently ponies. 
He enjoyed ice fi shing.

Larry was predeceased by his parents 
and grandson, Jared A. French, in 1997. 
Members of his family surviving in-
clude a son, Robert French of Andover; 
a daughter, Michelle French-Labrecque 
of Concord; four grandchildren, Am-
ber, Kaitlyn, Tyler, and Ashley; a broth-
er, Eugene A. French of Andover; two 
sisters, Valerie M. Barton of Loudon 
and Tina M. French of Andover; aunts, 
uncles, nieces, nephews, and cousins.

A funeral service was held on No-
vember 24 at the Chadwick Funeral 
Service in New London with Mr. Fred 
Davis offi ciating. In lieu of fl owers, me-
morial contributions may be made to the 
Salvation Army McKenna House, 100 
South Fruit Street, Concord, NH 03301.

MARJORY M. (DAVIS) THIS-
ELL,  82, of Putney Road died Tues-
day, October 19 at home. Graveside 
services were held the following Satur-
day in Proctor Cemetery. A memorial 
service was held the next day at Calvary 
Independent Baptist Church in Tilton.

In lieu of fl owers, memorial donations 
may be made to the Marjory Thisell 
Memorial Fund, PO Box 381, Andover 
03216 or to a charity of one’s choice.

Marjory was born in Wethersfi eld, 
Connecticut, the daughter of Jewell Ran-
som and Rachel Evelyn (Tallmadge) 
Davis. She moved to New Hampshire at 
a young age and graduated from Bristol 
High School in 1940. She lived in Alexan-
dria before moving to Andover in 1948.

Marjory spent most of her life as a 
homemaker and raising her children. Also, 
many years ago, she was a cook at the 
New London Hospital and then worked at 
the Merrimack Knitting Mill in Franklin. 
She delivered mail in the Bristol/Groton 
area as a substitute for her husband, Mau-
rice W. Thisell, who died in 1986.

Marjory was a member of the Cal-
vary Independent Baptist Church in 
Tilton. She loved her children and her 
little dog, Goldilocks, her cows and rid-
ing horses. She also liked to hook rugs.

Marjory helped organize a benefi t to 
raise the fi rst East Andover Fire House 
and was a long time member of the East 
Andover Grange Hall. She is remem-
bered for playing the accordion at danc-
es. She enjoyed music and liked playing 
the accordion, fi ddle, and piano.

Marjory is survived by three sons, 
Milton W. Thisell of Worcester, Massa-
chusetts, Martin H. Thisell and Myron C. 
Thisell, both of East Andover; six daugh-
ters, Maurine C. Lamos and Shirley M. 
Paquette, both of East Andover, Norma 
R. Kimball of Franklin, Roselyn R. 
Brackett of Northwood, Carol Y. Towne 

A Tribute to Aunt Marj
by Randy Davis, Jr.

Marjory May Thisell of Andover 
died October 19, 2004.

Dear Aunt Marj,
You and “Unc” raised nine beauti-

ful children, and you can be proud of 
all of them. I spent the best years of 
my life up on your farm, caring and 
sharing love, playing the guitar with 
Maureen, Shirley, and Milton. We 
were always busy and happy. I some-
times wish I could have stayed 13 for-
ever. Now at 63, after all the years, I 
can’t recall a cross word. I will miss 
you forever now that you are gone 
from here.

You left us knowing you brought 
sunshine into all our lives. Your chil-
dren, grandchildren, and all your 
family will miss you very much. May 
love and peace be with you in your 
eternal days.

Love,
Your nephew, “Junior”

of Dorchester, and Roberta George of 
West Springfi eld; 24 grandchildren; 25 
great-grandchildren; three great-great-
grandchildren; a special niece, Joyce 
McCarthy of Colchester, Connecticut; 
and other nieces and nephews.

Barbara truly enjoyed being sur-
rounded by family and friends. Some 
of her favorite things to do in life were 
cooking, gardening, and volunteering. 

Condensed from the Concord Monitor.

and left them in the woods (sometimes 
in unsightly piles) to nourish future 
generations of trees.

And the new openings in the forest 
have created lots of new access for wild-
life. As the forest regenerates, there will 
be lots of new food available. Already, 
moose and deer are taking advantage of 
the new road, as evidenced by the tracks 
we saw as we walked.

The cutting has also created lots of 
new “edge,” the transition from dense 
forest to openings like the roads and the 
one clearcut. Edge is considered some 
of the best habitat for many species.

We asked George about the future 
of forestry on the Newman easement. 
Someone could come back in to log in 
10 years, he said, but he doesn’t think 
there’ll be enough to cut. It will take a 
while to be worth cutting again. 

“What I would do,” he said, “would 
be to go into the areas where there isn’t 
a lot of high-quality basal area and I’d 
make some small clearcuts – half-acre, 
maybe up to an acre. Areas that have a 
lot of beech. Let the clearcuts come back 
to birch and poplar and maple.” At cur-
rent pulp prices, George said that strat-
egy would probably just cover its costs, 
but would position the forest to be more 

Logging  from page 16

See Logging  on page 18
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NO DENYING...WINTER IS COMING...
STOP BY THE TAVERN TO WARM YOUR BODY AND SOUL. 

REMEMBER THAT WE OFFER GIFT CERTIFICATES, MUSTARD, 
COOKBOOKS, T-SHIRTS, AND COFFEE MUGS FOR GIFT GIVING. 

   Peter
Christian’s
    Tavern

Est. 1975

195 MAIN STREET • NEW LONDON, NH • 526-4042 • PETERCHRISTIANSTAVERN.COM

NO DENYING...WINTER IS COMING...
STOP BY THE TAVERN TO WARM YOUR BODY AND SOUL. 

REMEMBER THAT WE OFFER GIFT CERTIFICATES, MUSTARD, 
COOKBOOKS, T-SHIRTS, AND COFFEE MUGS FOR GIFT GIVING. 

NO DENYING...WINTER IS COMING...
STOP BY THE TAVERN TO WARM YOUR BODY AND SOUL. 

REMEMBER THAT WE OFFER GIFT CERTIFICATES, MUSTARD, 
COOKBOOKS, T-SHIRTS, AND COFFEE MUGS FOR GIFT GIVING. 

7 DAYS A WEEK,11:30 AM ‘TIL CLOSING

Pretty good service close to home

By Heidi St Jacques
Oxbows 4-H Club

The Merrimack County Oxbows 4-
H Club serves all of Merrimack County. 
It is open to any child ages eight to 18.

Oxbows 4-H is an intense animal 
science project. The selecting of proj-
ect animals, management, feed, health, 
training, and showmanship is a long 
term commitment and should not be 
considered lightly. It is a lot of fun, but 
it is also a lot of work.

Our club meets the fi rst Sunday of 
every month. Our fi rst meeting of the 
new year is Sunday, January 2, from 4 to 
5 PM at my home at 278 Currier Road, 
Andover. For more information about the 
meeting, you can call me at 735-5851.

At the January meeting we will be 
enrolling new members and re-enrolling 
current members. The meeting place will 
rotate monthly among members’ homes.

For more information about 4-H, 
visit http://ceinfo.unh.edu/4H/4H.htm.

4-H Meets In January
The 4-H entry in Andover’s 4th of July Parade. Charlie St Jacques leads 
Joe and Pete; Kellie St Jacques rides behind. Photo by Heidi St Jacques

productively logged in future years.
Working Together

Perhaps the best news about logging 
the Newman easement is how well all 
the parties worked together. There’s 
plenty of praise to go around:

• The Conservation Commission was 
very proactive in seeing that the terms 
of the easement were honored. George 
likes the way they approached that chal-
lenge: “There was never any intent to 
block anything. It was just to make sure 
that the rules that were in place were 
complied with,” he said.

“We want to maintain a working land-
scape,” says Conservation Commission 
member Bob Ward. “We don’t want to 
stop logging. We just want to be sure it’s 
done right, on a sustainable basis, and that 
we don’t have environmental problems.”

• The Board of Selectmen and the 
Town Attorney were unwavering in 
sending the message that the Town 
would not fl inch from its legal obliga-
tion to enforce the terms of the ease-
ment. Everyone agreed that without that 
strong support, things would not have 
gone nearly as well as they did.

• Fortin and Redmond deserve credit 
for being wise enough to see which way 
the wind was blowing. They accepted 
much less profi t than they had anticipat-
ed in order to meet their obligation to 
stay within the terms of the easement.

• George Frame provided excellent 
services to the Town in protecting its in-

terests, both in the planning and negotiat-
ing phases and in the day-to-day, on the 
ground activities. All the while he main-
tained a good working relationship with 
everyone on the F&R team, from the fell-
ers to the owners, which helped everyone 
honor the terms of the easement.

For example, he didn’t let them use a 
high-density stand of hemlocks to offset 
heavy cutting of hardwoods in another 
area. Instead, he enforced a relatively 
uniform basal-area cut throughout. 

When they cut too heavily in one 
area George would make them go back 
and unmark some trees they’d planned 
to cut in the next area. “That worked 
quite well,” according to George. 

Betty Bardsley observed that F&R 
were a lot more compliant than many 
loggers might have been, and George 
agreed with her assessment.

“I think they got their eyes opened 
the night they came to the Conservation 
Commission meeting and saw a state 
rep there and saw that the Conservation 
Commission was going to have its own 
forester and was going to make visits it-
self,” said George. 

“It was a whole new ballgame for them. 
I had absolutely nothing but consideration 
shown to me. If I talked to Jimmy [James 
Burnett, F&R’s forester] about a concern, 
I came back the next day and it was done. 
I never had any kind of problem.”

The property is currently on the 
market for about $700,000. It includes a 
fi ve-acre parcel that was clear-cut for a 
house lot, as allowed by the easement.

Logging  from page 17

Kids – Join The Beacon Team!
You’ve done an awesome job of covering sports, clubs, and school events. 

Keep up the great work! The Beacon loves having your help 
and is always looking for new faces who want to share in the fun.
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By Caleb Frantz, Joey Rego, and Josh 
Dunlop, Den 1, and Michael Rego, 
Den Leader

The Frontiersmen of Den 1 have been 
having fun the last couple of months 
working on our communication pins. 
We have been learning about the dif-
ferent ways to communicate. We were 
lucky to be able to go on a tour of 94.1 
MIX radio station. Our thanks goes out 
to Ben Jurta and Tim Martin for show-
ing the scouts how a radio broadcast 
was coordinated. 

November’s pack meeting went very 
well. Our thanks goes out to our new 
pack leader, Mr. Terwilliger. He did a 
fantastic job keeping the meeting enjoy-
able and informative.

Two scouts were advanced to Bob-
cats in November. Their names are 
Aaron Smith and Michael Brown, of 
Den 5. They have been working hard to 
earn their Bobcat Award.

Nicholas Terwilliger was one of 
the scouts that received an award for 
an overnight campout.  The awards 
were presented to the boys in a cer-
emony at the November meeting of 
Pack 489.  

Some scouts brought in their col-
lections for display. Among them were 
Derek Nowell and Kyle Wiley’s bug 
catchers, a working catapult, and a light 
switch for a light bulb that the scouts 
made of wire and a battery.

The scouts put together Christmas 
boxes for the needy. The boxes were 
brought to the meeting and then given 
to the Andover Congregational Church 
for distribution.

During November, the scouts put out 
food bags for residents to place non-per-
ishable items in. It is our yearly food drive 
and all the food is distributed by the Na-
tional Guard to needy families in the area.
Pinewood Derby

We were handed out Pinewood Der-
by cars at the meeting. The Pinewood 

Derby is when all the scouts make a 
small 7” car out of a block of wood and 
race each other during a pack meeting. 
This year we were pleased to announce 
that R. P. Johnson and Son will be spon-
soring the event. 

Thank you, RP Johnson! 
This year there will be trophies for 

fi rst-, second-, and third-place race 
winners as well as fi rst-, second-, and 
third-place winners for the most cre-
ative cars. The Pinewood Derby will 
be held at AE/MS on January 15 at 
4 PM.

There will not be a pack meeting in 
December. Instead, the scouts will go to 
the Tilton Veterans Home and entertain 
the veterans with games and singing 
Christmas carols. This is a fun event for 
the scouts and for the patients.

In December, Steele Henderson and 
Pack 7 will be hosting a charitable Ulti-
mate Frisbee event. 

The event will be held on December 
11 at 2:15 PM in the AE/MS gym. This 
event proceeds will go to Shannon Jol-
ley. Shannon is fi ghting eye cancer and 
this event will help pay for some of her 
expenses. 

Thank you, Steele Henderson, for 
bringing this event together. This is 
what scouting is all about – a chance to 
help the community that we live in.

The scouts hope everyone has a safe 
and happy holiday season.

Boy Scouts Busy With Community Projects

Scouts Caleb Frantz and Joey Rego, 
and Den Leader Mike Rego
 Photo by Renee Ratte

Pilgrims and Indians enjoying a feast 
are (l to r) Meredith O’Brien, Alan 
Thompson, Claudine Caldon, and 
Jack Lovlien. Photo by Carmen Bates

East Andover 
Village Preschool

At the East Andover Village Pre-
school we have been learning about tur-
keys and being thankful. The children 
got their hands into a lot of paint and 
pudding and learned a fun turkey song.  
The children made their own turkeys 
and also got to eat them!

The four-year-old group took a fi eld trip 
to Market Basket in Tilton. We learned 
about the different parts of the grocery 
store and where a lot of the good food we 
get for Thanksgiving comes from.

We read stories about the Indians 
and Pilgrims and got to dress like them 
at our own feasts.

We have a lot planned for December 
and are expecting a visit from a man in 
a red suit.
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Andover After School Program
We welcome your donations for the after school program, including:

Call 735-6566 for more information.

Sleds
Nerf balls
Buckets and shovels
Board games
Books and movies

Tempora paint
Modeling clay
Masking tape & scotch tape
Toy “doctor” kits
Carpet sweeper

By Peter Southworth
Andover Outing Club

The Andover Outing Club (AOC) con-
tinues to teach kids aged 4 to 13 to ski, stay 
active through the winter, and compete in 
local races. Organized and coached by 
parents, the focus remains helping kids 
have fun on skis. Parents are encouraged 
to participate in any way and are welcome 
to join us in practices on the trails.

The AOC enjoys the groomed cross-
country ski trails at the Blackwater Ski 
Area, site of our practices and home 
competitions. Seven kilometers of trails 
criss-cross the fi elds, woods, and hills 
surrounding the Proctor Academy ski 
area, lodge, and lighted practice area.

Our racers compete in both skating and 
classic techniques. The AOC offers mem-
bership in the New England Nordic Ski 
Association’s Bill Koch Youth Ski League.

Practices are held on Wednesdays 
and Thursdays from 3:30 to 5:30, start-
ing on December 8. Ski meets are held 
on weekends throughout the season, 
from December to early March.

The season ends with the exciting 
fi nale, the Bill Koch Youth Ski League 
Festival that brings young skiers to-
gether from all over New England. The 
Festival happens February 26 and 27 
at Notchview Reservation in Windsor, 
Massachusetts.
Let’s Get Started!

Sunday, December 5, from 1 PM to 
3 PM is Bill Koch League Day at the 
Blackwater Ski Area. It’s an oppor-
tunity for youngsters age four to 13 to 
learn to cross-country ski, go on a short 
hike, or play games. Club parents will 

be there to help with registration and 
to organize a gear swap, so bring your 
skis, boots, and poles to swap or sell..

Cross-country skiing is a great way to 
spend the winter with friends, so come 
see what it’s all about. The Blackwater 
Ski Area is just off Lawrence Street in 
Andover – just follow the signs.

For more information about the 
Andover Outing Club, contact Pe-
ter Southworth at 735-6811 or peter_
southworth@proctornet.com or come 
meet AOC parents on Sunday, Decem-
ber 5 between 1 PM and 3 PM at the 
Blackwater Ski Area.

By Hallie Southworth
I’ve been skiing with the Andover 

Outing Club since I was three years old.  
I am eight now! That’s fi ve years of prac-
ticing and racing. I like being outside in 
the winter, even on frigid cold days.  

Some practices are easy and silly, 
like when our coach scatters choco-
late-covered raisins on the snow in the 
woods. He tells us they are deer poops, 
but we eat them anyway.  

On hard days our coach makes us 
do the big hill and says, “No duck feet! 
Keep sliding those skis!”  

At the end of the practices we play 
games like British Bulldog, tag with a rub-
ber chicken, and soccer – all on skis, but 
not with our poles. Sometimes our coach 
has us do relay races and obstacle courses.  

At the end of practice, we all go in 
the ski lodge and write in our ski jour-
nals about what we did that day. And 
our coach always gives us a lollypop!

By Andrew Young
AE/MS Fifth Grade

Hi, I am Andrew Young. I ski in the 
Andover Outing Club. It is very fun to 
ski on the trails. You also play games. 

There is a big hill you can ski on. It 
is huge and fun! You also get to race in 
your age group.

I have had so much fun the past two years! 
There are two different types of  cross-coun-
try skiing. One is classic. It is like running. 
The other is skating. It is like skating.

If I were you I would join us and 
have some fun!

By Heidi Terwilliger
Beacon staff

The Andover Elementary Middle 
School will begin their winter sports pro-
gram in January. The program is spon-
sored through the town and set up by the 
Andover Recreation Committee. The cost 
to parents is $20 per student, with the re-
maining costs paid from the Andover 
Recreation Committee’s budget. 

The winter sports program is offered to 
all children in the town of Andover from 
kindergarten through eighth grade. It runs 
every Friday for fi ve weeks, beginning on 
January 7, 2005 and ending on February 4. 

All students who are participating 
should have signed up at the school 
during the designated signup periods, 
or at the Blackwater Ski Shop. If you 
have not signed up, please contact Ed 

Dansereau at the Blackwater Ski Shop 
at 735-5437 as soon as possible. 

The program includes downhill ski-
ing and snowboarding at Ragged Moun-
tain Resort and cross-country skiing is 
offered at Blackwater Ski Area. Kin-
dergarteners participating in program 
at Ragged Mountain Resort must be ac-
companied by a parent. 

Transportation is provided to Ragged 
Mountain Resort via school buses. The 
buses depart from AE/MS at approximate-
ly 12:30 PM and return at approximately 
4:30 PM. The buses will not provide a ride 
home from AE/MS after skiing; parents 
must pick up their children at the school. 

Transportation to and from 
Blackwater Ski Area is also provided. 
Younger children do not need to be ac-
companied by a parent, but parents are 
more than welcome to join the fun and 
learn to ski. Students leave AE/MS at 
12:30 PM and return by 2:45 PM to ride 
home on the buses. Those who would 
like to stay and ski for a longer period of 
time are welcome to do so until 3:30 PM 
when parents must pick up their children 
at the Blackwater Ski Area. 

Equipment is available to rent through 
the Blackwater Ski Shop for all programs 
and from Don and Lorraine Cline for the 
cross-country ski program. The cost is $45 
for snowboarding and downhill equipment 
and $25 for cross-country equipment. This 
price covers all fi ve sessions. 

The equipment is taken for the children 
to either Blackwater Ski Area or Ragged 
Mountain Resort, depending upon their 
chosen program. If your child has his or 
her own equipment, it can be dropped off 
in front of the school in the morning, and 
it will be taken to the appropriate moun-
tain and back to AE/MS for them. 

Children should dress for winter 

Andover Outing 
Club Kicks Off Cross-
Country Ski Season

Cross-Country Skiing - 
Kids Love It!

AE/MS Winter Sports Program

See Winter  on page 21
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FOREST  CONE  &  EVERGREEN  SHOP
On Kearsarge Valley Road at Route 11 in Wilmot 

If You’re Looking For Quality, 
Come See What We Have To Offer

Fresh Flowers • Poinsettias • Boxwood Trees
Yankee Candles • Ornaments • Wreaths

Berry Garlands • and much more!

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Mon-Fri 9-6 • Sat 9-4 • 526-6397

Special Holiday Hours: Sun 10-4

New London Opticians 
3 COLONIAL PLACE

New London Shopping Center
PO BOX 970

NEW LONDON NH 03257

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

EYE EXAMS BY APPOINTMENT
603 526-6990

•15% Off Sunglass Sale•
•Stocking Stuffers•

•Children’s Sunglasses•

Joyce E. Egge
Realtor - NH, ME & VT

EquineHomes.com
JEgge@tds.net

Toll-Free: 800.859.2745
Fax: 603.768.3881

PO Box 170
Danbury NH 03230

By Steele Henderson
Five students from AE/MS have just 

fi nished the football season. There are 
two teams to choose from if you are 
from Andover: the Kearsarge Wildcats 
or the Merrimack Valley Blue Storm. 

Four of the students played on the 
Wildcats – Devon Levesque, Katie 
Levesque, Derek Nowell, and Steele 
Henderson. Devon played on the sev-
enth and eighth grade team, Derek 
played on the sixth grade team, and Ka-
tie and Steele played on the fourth and 
fi fth grade team.

Devon is best described as quick, fast, 
and tough while playing running back 
and defensive back. Derek has become 
one of the better linemen in the league, 

weather. Those going to Ragged Moun-
tain Resort can bring money to purchase 
snacks. Cocoa is provided for those go-
ing to Blackwater Ski Area, and the 
snack bar is usually open.

For more information about 
Blackwater Ski Area and other local 
ski programs visit AndoverNH.org. For 
more information about Ragged Moun-
tain Resort visit Ragged-Mt.com.

By Abigail Lance
AE/MS student

It’s time for Andover Basketball to 
start up again! Everyone is looking for-
ward to a good, fun season this winter. 
Intramural basketball fi nished up on No-
vember 16, and all the teams worked hard 
for the top spot. However, only four of the 
six teams competed in the mini-tourna-
ment, and Team E came out on top.

Congratulations to Haley Levesque, 
Katie Smith, Kayla Doucet, Mika Mar-
tin, Josh Bond and Greg Hewitt for their 
hard work. Also a special thanks to Pam 
Brown for all her pre-season help.

The school teams for the regular 
season will be divided into boys and 
girls, with girls A-team coached by 
Mr. Stebbins and B-team coached by 
Mr. Silverstein, with assistance from 

Andover Basketball Starts Regular Season
Mrs. Hill. Boys will be coached by Mr. 
Frantz, with assistance from Mr. Mc-
Govern and Mr. Hanlon. 

Each team has approximately 14 
players. The girls home opener versus 
St. Johns is on December 16, starting at 
3:45. The boys home opener is on De-
cember 21.

All teams participate in the Hanover 
tournament, which takes place from 
February 19 to February 27. The boys 
team and the girls A-team participate in 
an additional tournament at Mascoma 
from February 26 to March 6.  

A full schedule as well as more in-
formation about all the games and tour-
naments is available at the offi ce, posted 
on the basketball bulletin board, and on 
the school’s Web site at www.andover.
k12.nh.us.

FIVE FOR FOOTBALL
playing on both offense and defense.

Katie played middle linebacker with 
a desire to tackle the ball carrier that was 
matched by few. Steele played running 
back and defensive back and was de-
scribed by defensive coach Mike West 
as “the toughest player on the team.”

Sam Barrett played for the Merrimack 
Valley Blue Storm as a third grader and 
played safety. His highlights of the sea-
son were recovering a fumble and al-
most intercepting a pass.

A former AE/MS student, Derek 
Barton, also played for the Blue Storm. 
Derek is a hard-hitting lineman who 
plays offense and defense.

All the kids said they had fun and re-
ally like playing football.

Winter  from page 20

State bought the Northern Line for 
about $5 million. 

The federal Highway Bill of 1992, 
ISTEA (which stands for Intermobile 
Surface Transportation Enhancement 
Act and is pronounced “iced tea”), al-
lowed money to be used for the fi rst 
time for alternatives to car travel.  New 
Hampshire used the money to buy rail 
beds, including the 59 miles of the 
Northern Line. The state now owns 300 
miles of rail beds for industrial and busi-
ness use and possible future rail use.

The Grafton group’s fi rst job was to 
salvage the steel rails and remove the 
ties. Because the railroad used cinder 
dust instead of stone in Grafton Coun-
ty, the trail was immediately ride-able 
in Grafton once the rails and ties were 
removed.  And it has remained so; 
not many weeds grow because it is so 
compacted.

The impetus for the Grafton trail 
fi rst came from snowmobilers who 
wanted to go around Lake Mascoma 
instead of having to wait for it to freeze 
to gain access to the trails.   They fi rst 
decked the bridges.  The fi nancing for 
bridge repair, removing ties, and sur-
face material came from Recreational 
Trails Grants administered by DRED’s 
Bureau of Trails.  Trucks brought hard-
pack to the trail, dumped it along the 
trail, and then they rolled it.  Al Decato 
of Enfi eld and Tony Jukosky of Grafton 
led the work effort in 1999-2000.

Dick rode the rail the day before 
the meeting and passed about 100 
people, couples walking along the 
lake, people pulling their groceries 
behind their bikes.  He believes it is 
used well daily. Dick noted that this 
kind of project is entirely based on 
volunteer commitment. 

Alex then said that there are two is-
sues to address:

1. The materials to be used to cover 
the stone ballast; and 

2. How to pay for it.
He introduced Nelson Lebo of 

Andover, who showed slides of Ver-
mont’s Mississquoi Trail.  That trail was 
stone dust laid over ballast, resulting in 
the unpaved but compacted surface we 
are after.  

Bob Ward of Andover then reported 
on two ideas regarding trail construc-
tion:  He noted that Howard George of 
the Andover Recreation Committee had 
suggested that we move much of the 
ballast aside, to minimize the quantity 
of stone dust required.  Bob expressed 
his enthusiasm for this idea.  

He also reported that since our fi rst 
meeting he had attended a meeting 
about the major reconstruction project 
of Route 11 between Roberts Market in 
Franklin, along Webster Lake, and into 
East Andover.  Built in the 1930’s, this 
section of Route 11 has a poured con-
crete base.  At the expansion joints, the 
seams create a ripple effect.

The reconstruction will entail dig-
ging up and removing the concrete.  
Weaver Brothers in Concord is the 
contractor.  Bob asked Weaver Broth-
ers and DOT if the concrete could be 
crushed and spread on the rail bed.  It is 
an idea that could possibly be a win-win 
for the contractor and for the trail:  re-
ducing transportation and disposal cost 
for contractor, and providing material 
for the trail.

Ed Dansereau and Tom Frantz then 
spoke about grant applications.  They 
will attend the November 17 DOT 
course on the grants process.  The 
grant application deadline is January 
21, 2005, and there is much to do be-
fore then.  The application, for a maxi-
mum of $20,000, goes to DRED for 
review

There followed an open discussion 
at which concern was expressed about 
the removal of the old ties. A member 
of the New Hampshire Mushers Asso-
ciation asked if dogsleds could be al-
lowed.  Steve Rayno of Franklin spoke 
against dogsleds on the rail because 
they dig up the trail. Steve also report-
ed that in Franklin the iron rails are 
currently being removed from Dyers 
Crossing in Andover to South Beach 
in Franklin.

Linda Wilson pleaded for trail us-
ers to be respectful of people who live 
along the trail.  Some snowmobilers are 
out at 3 AM. That can cause problems, 
especially in Danbury where houses are 
right along the line.

Tom Jamieson called the group’s at-
tention to the fact that the Transporta-
tion Enhancement process runs on a 

two-year cycle with applications due 
August 30, 2005.  

The meeting concluded with the 
consensus that the FNRT-MC should 
move forward to incorporate as a non-
profi t organization and seek funding to 
open the trail to four-season use.

For more information about the 
DOT Bicycle/Pedestrian program, 
visit NHBikePed.com. For more in-
formation about the New Hampshire 
Mushers Association, visit NHMush-
ersAssoc.org.

Rail Trail  from page 3
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Main Street, New London
(Across from the Gazebo)

363 Days A Year To Serve You...
Ice Creams • Ice Cream Cakes 
Yogurts • Sorbets • Brownies & 

Cookies • Gourmet Coffees & Hot 
Chocolates • Cafe au Lait • Latte 
Flavored & Regular Caf & Decaf 

Herb & Regular Bigelow Teas 
Espressos & Cappuccinos

526-9477
Sun-Thur 11:30 to at least 9

Fri & Sat 11:30 to at least 10
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BENJAMIN EVANS 
YOUNG

will become a teenager on Christ-
mas Eve!

Happy Birthday, Ben!
Love, Grampy and Grammie

By Audrey Pellegrino
AE/MS Kindergarten Teacher

Do you remember the fi rst gift you 
chose, paid for, and gave to someone? 
Do you remember the anxious feeling 
as you waited to see if they liked it or 
not? How about the joy you felt when 
they smiled and said they loved it, that 
it was just what they wanted? 

Each year at the AE/MS Student 
Holiday Shoppe we try to recapture 
that feeling of giving for the students. 
They are able to choose and purchase 
gifts for family members, with prices of 
the gifts ranging from twenty-fi ve cents 
to three dollars. 

The Holiday Shoppe will be held 
on Friday, December 17 this year. 
To make it happen, we need your 
help. Each year we ask for donations 
of small gifts to sell at the Holiday 
Shoppe. Last year we had over 1,200 
items and sold them all. 

As we purchase some items, this is 
not intended as a money-making en-
deavor but as an opportunity to share 
the gift of giving with our students. If 
you can donate items or money to the 

By Mike Silverstein
Phys. Ed. Teacher, AE/MS

The Second Annual AE/MS 5K 
took place on Friday, November 5. The 
day was cold and blustery, adding to 
the challenge. In addition to the 46 fi fth 
through eighth graders who offi cially 
signed up for the event, several kin-
dergarten through fourth grade classes 
came out and added to the event. 

The school support was great! 
We even had fi rst graders handing 
out water to thirsty participants. Ms. 
Gray and some of her class assisted 
Mr. Silverstein in counting laps for 
the runners. Mr. Jensen utilized the 
bull horn to motivate nearby runners. 
Many other teachers and staff mem-
bers walked the course to help moni-
tor the students and make sure the 
event was successful and safe. 

Twenty-fi ve students challenged 
themselves to complete the 5K distance 
under the watchful eye of the clock. 
Twenty-three completed the distance 
(two withdrew for medical reasons) 
with approximate times of 30 minutes 
coming from the fastest runners. 

Not surprisingly, the top fi nishers 
were all runners who have gone the dis-
tance before. They are, in alphabetical 
order: Meredith Cline, Brendon Coll, 
Kassie Lamper, and Maddy Pfeifer. I 
think all the runners who challenged the 
5K distance learned a little something 
about themselves and what it takes to 
complete this kind of distance. 

The other 21 students took the alter-
native challenge of walking for the des-
ignated time period of 45 minutes. Most 
of the participants seemed to enjoy the 
walk with friends and reluctantly went 
inside when it ended. 

On Friday, January 14, the stu-
dents who earned it are invited to the 
Manchester Monarch’s game. The bus 
will leave at 6 PM from the school. The 
cost is $9.75 for each person. Contact 
Mr. Silverstein for permission slips. 

Mr. Silverstein is also looking for 
chaperones to help on the trip, so let him 
know if you are interested. If you’re in-
terested in going, you must turn in your 
money and permission slip before the 
holiday break – the sooner, the better.
Ultimate Frisbee

An Ultimate Frisbee Tournament will 
be held for fourth and fi fth graders on 
Saturday, December 11 from 2:15 PM to 
about 6 PM. Mr. Silverstein and Steele 
Henderson’s Scout troop are sponsoring 
the tournament to raise money for the 
Shannon Jolley Fund, to get some exer-
cise, and to have some fun. 

This will be a three-versus-three 
tournament with a modifi ed round rob-
in format. Teams will play each other, 
and the teams with the best records will 
play each other for the top one through 
four places. Teams must register before 
the weekend of December 4. 

To sign up for any of these activi-
ties or for more information, call Mr. 
Silverstein at 735-5494. 

AE/MS Grandparents’ Thanksgiving - Grandmother Debbie Hanna with her 
granddaughters - Fiona, Rhiannon, and Cerridwyn White - all enjoying their 
Thanksgiving meal. Debbie traveled  from Rhode Island to have dinner with 
her granddaughters. Photo by Gretchen Hildebrand

Shoppe we would appreciate it greatly. 
Some examples of items donated in 

the past are: 
• Golf balls or tees 
• Holiday fi gurines 
• Jewelry 
• Small tools 
• Items from places of business 

(notepads, mugs, calculators) 
• Handcrafted goods 
• Small items in decorative netting 

or wrapping, such as bath beads, 
international coffee, teas, soap, etc. 

• Kitchen items 
We ask that items be new or in ex-

cellent condition. If you are out shop-
ping and see something that would 
be appropriate, please pick up one 
for yourself and one for our Shoppe. 
Since we sell items for people ages 
newborn to 128 years of age, almost 
anything goes. 

Items can be sent in to the school of-
fi ce at any time. Thank you, and Happy 
Holidays!

For more information, contact Jane 
Slayton, Audrey Pellegrino, or Marj 
Roy at 735-5494. 

AE/MS Prepares 
Student Holiday Shoppe

AE/MS Students Rise To 5K Challenge

By Emily Baker
Beacon staff and MVHS Junior

The MVHS Music Department has 
chosen Beauty and the Beast as its an-
nual musical. Andover has a lot to brag 
about, because Josh Elenowitz has been 
cast as the Beast and Asiah Elmasry has 
been chosen to play the part of Belle. 
Also Peg Donaldson is stage manager, 
in charge of everything.

The cast includes 16 dancers and 34 
actors and actresses. The performance, 
scheduled for March, should be outstand-
ing under the new stage lighting that was 
installed this fall. Don’t miss it!

Andover Stars At MVHS
sounds very angry - is it?

S7: I can’t say that we have a posi-
tive message as much as our moms 
would like to hear. We write what’s on 
our minds, so some songs send a posi-
tive message, and some songs don’t. It’s 
mostly just how we feel.

AB: What’s next for Station Seven?
S7: Hopefully, we will be recording 

a few tracks soon with Charlie Carpen-
ter at Proctor. And when we get those 
we can send them to other venues to get 
more shows. We love playing our mu-
sic, and just want people to hear us. 

AB: Long term, where do you see 
Station Seven going?

S7: Because of college coming up, 
and whatever comes after high school, 
I don’t know what is going to happen to 
us. I know we have the potential and the 
ability to “go big.” But going big for us 
is playing at bigger venues and having 
more people know us, not necessarily 
being Number One in the nation.

But it’s all a matter of what we do 
and where we go after high school.

Personally, college is no question for 
me [Ty] – I’m going whether our band 
goes big or not, and I’m sure that that’s 
the case for Ryan and Anthony, too. But 
we’ll stick together as long as we can, and 
we’ll just have to see where it leads us.

More about Station Seven: 
http://www.ryanmcleod.com/Station7/

Station 7  from page 24
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Recycle Your 
Printer, Copier, & 
Fax Cartridges 

At AE/MS
Parent volunteers package 
them and we sell them to 
raise money to help send 

our students to a week-long 
environmental camp.

Recycle today to help 
a future recycler 

tomorrow!

Andover Middle 
School Honor Roll
First Marking Period

Grade Five 
High Honors
• Steele Henderson

Honors
• Danielle Adams
• Chantal Caron
• Brendan Coll
• Breanna Davis
• Adam Ellis 
• Caleb Frantz 
• Jessica George
• Elise Goodwin
• Megan Hanscom
• Katie Levesque
• Bridget O’Mara
• Jeremy Mason
• Maddy Pfeifer
• Joey Rego
• Michaela Trefethen
• Kyle Wiley
• Andrew Young

Grade Six
High Honors
• Meredith Cline
• Rebecca McGovern

Honors 
• Shawna Barton
• Josh Bennett
• Kassie Lamper
• Becca Lance
• Emily Laro
• Haley Peters
• Sooki Vercellotti
• Alec Walker

Grade Seven 
High Honors
• Hannah Frantz*
• Cory Wiley *
• Elizabeth Stearns*

Honors
• Kayla Dansereau
• Amanda Gilchrist
• Jim Hanlon 
• Greg Hewitt
• Gary Mason 
• Tim McDaniel
• Lizzie Rego
• Adam Smith
• Josh Wagner
• Jessica West

Grade Eight 
High Honors
• Abigail Lance*

 Honors
• John Bridgmon
• Megan Coll
• Krystin Corliss
• Lucas McGovern
• Caroline Pond

High Honors: All As & 1s or 2s
Honors: All As or Bs & 1s or 2s

* Scholar Athlete Award for 
achieving High Honors and 
participating in a school sport

On November 12 and 13 the Proctor 
Academy Dance Ensemble presented an 
hour-long dance program in the Norris 
Family Theater. This spirited and de-
voted group of 22 dancers entertained, 
inspired, and moved many to their feet 
at the end of each performance.

The dancers began their work at the 
start of the school year, learning and 
practicing dance pieces that ranged in 
style from tap, modern, and hip-hop to 
Broadway choreography.

To be more aware of how athletes 
and dancers are very similar in how 
they approach their “moves,” the stu-
dents walked around campus observ-
ing and refl ecting on the human body 
in motion, whether it was football play-
ers practicing their drills or fi eld hockey 
players engaged in challenging plays. 
No question that athletes are dancers 
and dancers are athletes.

The students defi nitely proved that idea 
in the dance concert. Sixteen girls and six 
boys recorded in journals their observa-

tions of the athletes on the fi eld as they 
rolled, turned, slid, glided, and catapulted 
across the fi eld. Taking those observa-
tions and refl ections, the dancers created 
their own movement material which was 
choreographed into several dances.

Each dancer should not only learn, 
practice, and perform stylized dance 
material but also explore and experiment 
with their own creative movement ideas. 
So what the dancers observed on the 
fi eld translated to the stage after months 
of creative time in the dance studio.

Four football players danced in “G’d 
Out,” the hip-hop piece. Two other boys 
waltzed and tapped their way across 
stage with effortless ease.

Traditionally, girls perform graceful, 
lyrical patterns of movement and are 
usually lifted by the boys. But all tra-
dition was broken in this concert. The 
girls dove, reeled, tumbled, and fl ew 
across the stage, often lifting the boys 
to their next move. One action after an-
other triggered high energy and athleti-

cism throughout the concert.
It was truly an evening of exciting, 

carefully crafted dance by students and 
faculty alike. We are lucky to have per-
formances like this one at our fi ngertips 
here in Andover.

By Paul Hubert
AE/MS Music Director

Andover Elementary/Middle School 
will present its 2004 Holiday Concert 
on Thursday, December 9, at 6:30 PM. 
The concert will be held in the AE/MS 
gym and is open to the public. What 
a great way to start your holiday sea-
son!

Performances by Grades K through 5 
will be featured along with the AE/MS 
Advanced Band, and the very fi rst ap-
pearance of this year’s Beginner Band. 
Everyone has been hard at work and it 
is sure to be a concert to please and de-
light all members of the audience.

The Band students will be making a 
pre-concert tour to elementary schools 
in Salisbury and Webster on December 
8 as a warm-up for the event. They are 
guaranteed to have their sound down.

In other AE/MS Band news, First 

Quarter Supers have been announced. 
These are the students who have accu-
mulated the most stickers for Band re-
hearsal and lesson attendance, as well 
as the all-important practicing. 

Congratulations to Beginner Band 
Supernovas: 

· Flautist Mariah Lansdown-Howard

· Drummer Jason Ashburn
· Drummer Madison Powers. 
And congratulations to Advanced 

Band Superstars: 
· Saxophonist Maddy Pfi efer
· Drummer Joey Rego. 
We’re all hoping to see you at the 

Holiday Concert!

Proctor Dance Ensemble

Hilary Goodnow, Philip Goodnow, 
Sam Trachy, and Sophie Klepper per-
form It Only Happens When I Dance 
With You. Photo by Chuck Will

November 1, 2004 — Ms. Kellogg’s third-grade students at AE/MS proudly 
display the dictionaries given to them by Bernice and Willis Nowell on behalf 
of the Blackwater Grange #152. Photo by Charlie Darling

AE/MS 
HOLIDAY 
CONCERT
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Mark Your
Calendar!
DON’T FORGET:
• Return your Conservation Survey
• Take items for troops to Wal-Mart
• Give to the Shannon Jolley Fund
• The Beacon makes a great gift!
Dec 4 – Poinsettia Benefi t Sale, 
Andover Fire Department
Dec 4 – Wreath Decorating and 
Pick-up, AE/MS
Dec 4 – Festival For Fun, AE/MS, 12
Dec 5 – Bill Koch League Day, 
Blackwater Ski Area, 1
Dec 5 – Deer Season ends (regu-
lar fi rearms)
Dec 6 – Pemi Choral Society, St 
Paul’s, Franklin, 4
Dec 6 – Board of Selectmen, 7
Dec 7 – Lake Sunapee Visiting 
Nurse Association Open House, 
3:30 to 5:30
Dec 8 – Andover Service Club, 
Potter Place Inn, 11:30
Dec 9 – AE/MS Holiday Concert, 
6:30
Dec 9 – Blackwater Grange Pot 
Luck Supper and Meeting, Mason-
ic Hall, 6:30
Dec 9 – Pemi Choral Society, Our 
Lady of the Lakes, Lakeport, 7:30
Dec 11 – Masons’ Pancake Break-
fast, Potter Place, 6:30 to 9:30
Dec 11 – Ultimate Frisbee to ben-
efi t Shannon Jolley, AE/MS, 2:15
Dec 11 – Pemi Choral Society, 
Claremont Opera House, 7
Dec 12 – Pemi Choral Society, Sil-
ver Center, Plymouth, 3
Dec 13 – Lions Club, Mr. D’s, 6:30
Dec 13 – Snowmobile Club, AE/MS, 7
Dec 16 – AE/MS Girls Basketball 
vs St Johns, 3:45
Dec 17 – AE/MS Holiday Shoppe
Dec 19 – COA Christmas Party, 
New London, 3 to 5
Dec 20 – Board of Selectmen, 7
Dec 21 – AE/MS Boys Basketball
Dec 24 – Andover Congr. Church 
Christmas Eve service, 7
Dec 26 – Andover Transfer Station 
open 7 to 5
Dec 27 – Lions Club, Mr. D’s, 6:30
Dec 27 – Master Plan Committee, 
Town Hall, 7
Dec 28 – Andover Fish & Game, 
E. Andover clubhouse, 7:30
Jan 2 – Oxbow 4-H, 278 Currier 
Road, 4

On November 12 Alec Walker, a 6th-
grade student at Andover Elementary/
Middle School, won the school-level 
competition of the National Geographic 
Bee and a chance to win a $25,000 col-
lege scholarship. 

The school-level Bee, at which stu-
dents answered oral questions on ge-
ography, was the fi rst round in the 17th 
annual National Geographic Bee. The 
Bee is sponsored by the National Geo-
graphic Society.

The kickoff for this year’s Bee was 
the week of November 15, with thou-
sands of schools around the United 

States and in the fi ve US territories par-
ticipating. The school winners, includ-
ing Alec Walker, will now take a writ-
ten test. Up to 100 of the top scorers in 
each state will be eligible to compete in 
their state Bee on April 1.

The National Geographic Society 
will provide an all-expenses-paid trip to 
Washington, DC for the state champions 
and teacher-escorts to participate in the 
National Geographic Bee champion-
ship on May 24 and 25. The fi rst-place 
national winner will receive a $25,000 
college scholarship and a lifetime mem-
bership in the Society.

Jeopardy! host Alex Trebek will 
moderate the national fi nals on May 25. 
The program will air on the National 
Geographic Channel, and afterward on 
public television stations.

Anyone can brush up on geogra-
phy with GeoBee Challenge, an online 
geography quiz at www.nationalgeo-

The Beacon (AB) caught up with 
Andover’s own rock band, Station Sev-
en (S7). Here’s a quick e-mail interview 
with the trio that’s been rockin’ Proctor 
this fall.

AB: Who are the members of Sta-
tion Seven and what do you each do?

S7: Ty Morris - Lead vocals, and 
lead guitar; Ryan Major - Back-up 
vocals and rhythm guitar; Anthony 
McLeod - Drums

AB: Where did the name of the band 
come from?

S7: A kid at school suggested it. It 
seemed catchy and fi t the kind of music 
we played, so it stuck with us.

AB: How long have you been play-
ing together?

S7: Since the beginning of the sum-
mer of  2004.

AB: Who are your musical infl uences?
S7: We don’t really have a band we 

try to be like, but I would say we look 
up to bands like Relient K and Haw-
thorne Heights. Sometimes we’ll hear 
a cool chord progression in a song, and 
try to do something like it. That’s the 
most someone else’s music infl uences 
our own music. We try to stay original.

Station  Seven  Rocks  Proctor
AB: What is it about those bands’ 

music that you particularly like?
S7: Relient K is just an amazing 

band. They have a good message – they 
are a Christian rock group – and they are 
all incredible musicians. I don’t know 
much about Hawthorne Heights except 
they are all also amazing musicians and 
we get a lot of ideas from them.

AB: What do you try to capture in 
your music?

S7: We try to stay as original as we 
can, so we don’t try to make our mu-
sic sound like anyone else’s. But lyri-
cally, our lyrics are very deep and some 
might say angry. We get a lot of those 
ideas from other bands we listen to. But 
when we write our songs, they refl ect 
ourselves, and aren’t made up, for the 
most part.

With some songs we want people to 
have fun when they listen, and with oth-
ers we want them to feel how we felt 
when we wrote the song. So really, if 
you’re in the mood to dance, you can 
dance. If you’re in the mood to think, 
just listen to the lyrics.

AB: Some people say the music 

 Photos by Chuck Will Photos by Chuck Will

 Ty  Ty  Ryan Ryan  Anthony  Anthony 

See Station 7  on page 22

Thank You, Andover Veterans!
The First Annual Veterans Day Cel-
ebration was held November 10 
at AE/MS. Veterans Percy Hill, Jay 
Hubbard, Dan Shaw, and Bill Leber 
were among the honored guests. 

The Middle School Band played 
patriotic tunes and students and 
teachers participated with recita-
tions, songs, decorations, and 
cards for the veterans.

A bagpiper performed and fl ags 
were brought in and out by the 
American Legion Color Guard. 

Next year AE/MS hopes all Andover 
veterans can attend the celebra-
tion. Photo by Gretchen Hildebrand

Alec Walker Wins 
AE/MS School-Level
Geographic Bee
Moves One Step Closer To 
$25,000 Scholarship

Alec Walker with Mr. Tucker, Mid-
dle School Social Studies teacher 
and Geography Bee Coordinator.
 Photo by Jane Slayton

graphic.com/geobee, which poses ques-
tions from previous Bees. 

The GeoBee Challenge board game, 
sold at Target stores nationwide, also 
provides geography fun for the whole 
family. The board game won the pres-
tigious Parents’ Choice Award.
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